
Parish News 

Desford, Botcheston & 

Newtown Unthank 

  

  

 

NOVEMBER 
2020 

60p 



DESFORD, BOTCHESTON and NEWTOWN 
UNTHANK  

Churchwardens: Nev Hammonds 823589 
hammondsfamily@googlemail.com 

Mary Collins marykcollins@hotmail.com07811555577 
www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk 

Desford Church is now on facebook 
Rector: Rev Gareth Hutchinson 07739 585150 

Gareth@stmartsstbartskm.org.uk 

Associate Minister: Rev Rob Marsh 0755 7536926 
rob@stmartsstbartskm.org.uk 

 

Assistant Minister: Rev Peter Folks 828090 
Licensed Reader: Tony Stokes 822939 

   

CHURCH WARDEN Nev Hammonds 823589 

CHURCH WARDEN Mary Collins 0116 2861306 

SECRETARY Ray Harwood  824014 

TREASURER Margaret Haywood  

CHOIR LEADER David Williams  823396 

ORGANIST Rev Peter Folks 828090 

RAINBOWS  Becky Higginson 07545 866 277 

BABY AND TODDLERS 

 
  

CHURCH CENTRE 
BOOKINGS 

Pat Crane  823537 

   

BELLRINGERS Greg Jones 824696 

   

NEWS 
DISTRIBUTION 

Maureen Smith 822824 

EDITORIAL TEAM Pat Crane 823537 

EDITORIAL TEAM Mary Collins 0116 2861306 

EDITORIAL TEAM Jane Harwood 824014 

EDITORIAL TEAM Sheila Folks 828090 

The inclusion of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute any 

endorsement of a product or service by the Editorial Team. 

mailto:hammondsfamily@googlemail.com
mailto:marykcollins@hotmail.com
http://www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk/
mailto:rob@stmartsstbartskm.org.uk


WORSHIP AT ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH, DESFORD 

  

 
Services for November  
  
Sunday 1st 11:15am  Holy Communion 
All Saints   Revelations 21: 1-7 
 
Sunday 8th 11:15am  All Age Service 
Remembrance  John 11: 1-26, 38-44 
 
Sunday 15th 11:15am Holy Communion 
Good News   Luke 19: 1-10 
 
Sunday 22nd 11:15am Encounter... a more informal service 
Good News   Matthew 28: 16-20 
 
Sunday 29th    Service of the Word 
Advent   Isaiah 2: 1-5; Matthew 24: 36-44  

  
Weekly online services continue every Sunday 
 
Bi-weekly Kids online service  
 
All of these are on our YouTube page ‘St. Martin's & St. 
Bartholomew's Video Channel’ 

 
Tuesdays at 8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
 

  



Gareth writes 

‘Remembering’ is a theme that comes into focus 

around November each year.  Remembrance Day 

is on the 11th, and All Souls, in which we remember 

loved ones who have passed away, also falls 

around this time.  We desire to remember these 

because they’re hugely significant, they’re not 

things or people that we want to forgot.  These are 

people and events that have shaped us, impacted 

us in ways that are profound and lasting, they’ve 

made us who we are today.  As such remembering 

is not simply a ‘calling to mind’, it goes deeper than 

that.  It’s less of a ‘mind’ activity and more one centred around the ‘heart’.  

Think about it, when you remember a loved one are you simply recalling 

some knowledge about them, or are you reflecting upon who they were, 

how they made you feel, how you miss them?   

If remembering is a work of the heart, what does that tell us?  Well it’s really 

all about love.  I’m terrified of forgetting my wedding anniversary.  I don’t 

feel this about lots of other dates, I couldn’t tell you for example the date of 

my graduation or my first day of school, it’s not important.  But my wedding 

anniversary, well that’s something different.  And why is that, well it’s not 

because we had a party, or that the food was amazing, it’s because of the 

person I married, it’s because I fear it would hurt her if I did forget.  And so I 

remember, or at least want to, because of love.   

Now don’t get me wrong, love is not some sentimental wish-wash.   Love is 

powerful.  Dr Martin Luther King Jr once said, 'We must discover the power 

of love, the redemptive power of love. And when we do that, we will make 

of this old world a new world, for love is the only way.'  Love shapes us and 

leads us to action.  It leads us and propels us to reach out to someone who 

is hurting.  It urges us to act when reason says “no”.  Love gives us the 

strength to step into the ring again and fight for justice.  And so, as we 

spend time in November ‘remembering’, please realise that this is all about 

the power of ‘love’, a gift from God that can transform not only us, not only 

our community, but indeed all of creation. 

Rev Gareth Hutchinson 

  

 



A Thousand Moons by Sebastian Barry is his eighth novel published 

earlier this year.  An Irish novelist, playwright and poet, the multi-award-

winning Barry is currently Laureate for Irish Fiction.  This latest novel is a 

sequel to his previous Days Without End but can be read separately. 

Set in 1870s Tennessee, the story is told by Winona, orphaned when her 

tribe, the Lakota, were massacred by soldiers.  She was fostered by two 

former soldiers, Thomas McNulty, a deserter, and John Cole, who had 

mixed race native background.  Whilst working on a farm, they provided a 

loving home in a household which included ex-slaves, Rosalee Bougereau 

and her son, Tennyson - all “outsiders” in the society of that time.  They had 

much to fear from the violence of the nearby town of Paris, peopled with ex 

Union soldiers, vagabonds and state militia. 

The narrative develops as Winona, now a teenager, struggles to find her 

identity.  At that time, Indians were considered worthless, at the bottom of 

society and less than slaves.  Unprotected by law, violence against them 

was considered acceptable. Renamed, intelligent, educated by her fathers 

and English speaking, Winona is employed as a clerk by a sympathetic 

lawyer.  This gave her a certain degree of protection in the town.  It is only 

when a young white man, Jas Jonski, began courting her that the security 

of her life begins to unravel. 

When Winona is attacked, the quest to find who perpetrated this causes 

her to seek her own justice and leads her into further violent confrontations, 

which drives the action of the novel. 

This book deals not just with the quest for personal and cultural identity but 

also highlights the social structure in America which is still evident today.  

Racial prejudice, sexuality and what constitutes justice are themes also 

explored.  What shines through is the resilience of the young woman in the 

face of great adversity.  In Winona’s words, “Even when you come out of 

bloodshed and disaster, in the end you have got to learn to live.”  Is this not 

the message of the current Black Lives Matter movement? 

Although presented as a historical novel, there is much in this story that is 

relevant to our lives in the 21st century.  Not having read any of Sebastian 

Barry’s work before, I am now keen to read his prequel to this one and 

explore the back stories of some of his central characters. 

Kathy Hamilton 



Remembrance Sunday (8th November) 

At 10:45am St Martin's Church will be hosting an online 

Remembrance service which they are publicising as widely as is 

possible. This service will be run in partnership with Desford Free 

Church, they have setup a Youtube channel especially for it, you 

can find the channel here… 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoddSrSdopRiXXJzaUUrH1g 

Please do share this link with as many people as you can and 

pass the word onto your neighbours and friends in Desford. 

Within the service, at 11am, they will be asking viewers of the 

online service to go outside their home and stand in silence for 

one minute, then clap for one minute. This is a way of pausing 

together as a community and encouraging one and other in these 

difficult times. 

They will then be holding a service in St Martin's church at 

12:00pm, please do feel welcome to come, however due to covid-

19 numbers will be significantly limited 

Remembrance Window Poppies 

They have created a poppy worksheet for the local school, the 

idea being that people can colour in the poppy picture and put it 

up in their window. Please do feel welcome to participate in this 

and again share it as widely as is possible  

Remembrance Day (11th Nov) 

For Remembrance Day itself, Pastor Jim Mullin and Reverend 

Gareth Hutchinson will be hosting an act of remembrance at the 

War Memorial at around 10:45am. This will be in partnership with 

Desford Primary School and they hope to live stream it to the 

school classrooms. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoddSrSdopRiXXJzaUUrH1g?fbclid=IwAR0qRshydfh7cFRtqfXsBWPgaq5NGzHhIQ8n5jbJUPievrOBt94pIsaPsVw


 

Editors Notepad 

• So far the indoor services have worked out well, with 

everyone fitting in, but, as more people return, we may have 

to consider booking - or overflowing down to the Church 

Centre 

• We will continue the virtual Sunday services as well, for 

those who feel they are not ready to return to church yet 

• We have an online prayer meeting on Monday evenings   

• A short online service for children is available once a 

fortnight   

• Following government guidelines, there will be no outdoor 

Remembrance Service this year at the War Memorial, but an 

online service is planned.  I do not have details as we go to 

print but ……..  

• If you would like the link to any of these, please contact 

Revd Gareth Hutchinson, whose details appear on the inside 

cover or look on our website www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk 

• By next month we may have more idea of what services will 

be possible over the Christmas period 

http://www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCoddSrSdopRiXXJzaUUrH1g%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR181pNWyD_2MUXCCzbepdFXMh3VwSv2rHNQaAQUsvNEEQ9UAtsDKMDi-qw&h=AT1p7tpNwJ4xS58tlGZ9s-tlesOe-ouzLN1LsoqBF8BFHz9JnsMl_ys8THstK28DOS0NT6eREtKiexK-Ki_xODRJhdEKUeILz9IFZpL1ehdO9UIgnWj_NDjrQN0FB0eOODHFTD0koGtUQBDSfw&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT36e0rS8Fpk_qFDxJCJVokTvyRu_k84a2qoNbuzkwSPr6VXSSrj_n-BZQcsOrGmazCur-TjeqKrcnKkyietrd7maJ2BsFdLYFmc1WjcNXU9lb3qUBPUD55tIvhM-kEIk2ucJFt31eYDUb19LbhFt6yGvPjtEMWzD98BRyOvsrwEABpgq2cqtFbtbwYK18jzwug5PN0P5Y82MX7NIvzpJulhfw


  



 
Christmas Tree Festival  

Carols & Christmas Songs 
 

Our 18th festival has had to adapt to the current situation. 
The church will be open to view the trees on  
Saturday 28th November from 10am – 6pm  

Sunday 29th – Friday 4th December from 2 - 6pm 
We hope that these extended times will enable all those who 
wish to visit to do so safely and at social distances.  There will 
be a one-way system in place and you will be asked to click on 
the QR code or sign in for track & trace.  Masks must be worn. 

Sadly, we are not able to offer the usual scrumptious 
refreshments, though we hope to have drinks available outside 
and there will be a craft stall and the huge hamper raffle in aid 
of LOROS.  Please bring CASH as we have no card facility.  
We hope to make this the start of Desford’s Christmas as we 

know that many people look forward to it every year 
 

 

  



Parish Points 
• Last month we received two controversial planning 

applications 

• Comments had to be sent to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 

Council by late October.  We always encourage residents to 

submit their own comments if they are able.  We do not 

know yet when the Planning Committee will be considering 

them.  This information will appear on their website  

• Davidsons applied, for a third time, to build 120 houses on 

land off Kirkby Road, beyond Cambridge Drive.  Not only 

would this increase the traffic past the Recreation Ground 

and Primary School, but it would add to the congestion at 

the Peckleton Lane junction and the roundabout in the 

centre of the village.  We also feel that we will have had our 

fair share of new houses by the time the Barns Way and 

Peckleton Lane estates have been built.   

• The other application was by Gulf Ventures, the company 

that earlier in the year bought the land previously owned by 

Neovia.  Back in 2016, permission was granted to build a big 

new warehouse on this site, but it was never built. The new 

owners have applied to build 4 smaller warehouses instead.  

This site is designated as an employment site. There have 

been discussions between the applicants and the Parish 

Council, Sport in Desford and local residents to try to ensure 

that there are mitigations to reduce the impact of the 

development on the village as a whole and the Peckleton 

Lane area in particular  

• I forgot to mention last month that the new bench on the 

bridleway was provided by Neovia.  They have also recently 

sponsored some new kit for the ladies and children’s teams 

at Desford Football Club 

• If you have any questions, please contact 

clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk or 822399  

mailto:clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk


• The library has been opening on Saturdays from 10-12 and 

Mondays 2-4 – subject to government guidelines. We hope 

to also open on Thursday mornings in the near future. We 

depend on the availability of volunteers and are very grateful 

for the team who have made this possible.  If necessary, it 

may be closed at short notice 

• Although some sports activities are now happening, many 

other groups have still not been able to meet.  We must be 

patient for a little longer 

 

  

Christmas in Bloom 

Many people have got into the habit of taking a daily walk this 

year and enjoyed the colourful displays of hanging baskets 

and planters.    

This year Desford in Bloom are encouraging as many people 

as possible to put some form of Christmas decoration in their 

front garden or front window, to cheer people as they walk 

round the village.  It does not have to involve a great expense 

– it could be a seasonal drawing, in the same way that many 

put rainbows in their windows earlier in the year. 

It would be good to have decorations in place for Advent 

weekend, when the Christmas Tree Festival will open. 

Please help to make your street look welcoming for 

Christmas 

 



Multi-million pound proposals to improve hospital 
services up for public consultation 
  

Proposals to spend £450 million transforming acute hospital and maternity 

services in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland have begun public 

consultation, which ends on 21st December. You are encouraged to have 

your say and to spread the word about this consultation among family and 

friends. 

It concerns the services delivered at the three main hospitals in Leicester, 

run by University Hospitals of Leicester (UHL) NHS Trust, as well as the 

midwifery-led unit at St Mary’s Hospital, Melton Mowbray. 

The proposals would provide 139 more hospital beds and move all acute 

services to the Leicester Royal Infirmary and Glenfield Hospital.  (Acute 

care includes patients receiving treatment for severe injury or illness, urgent 

medical conditions, or during recovery from surgery.) 

A major planned care treatment centre would be created at Glenfield 

Hospital. This would separate planned operations from emergency 

procedures and help prevent patients having their routine surgery 

cancelled. 

This treatment centre, along with the delivery of more outpatient 

appointments virtually or closer to where patients live in the community, 

would reduce the number of patients attending the Leicester Royal 

Infirmary and create space for other services:  a dedicated single-site 

children’s hospital, based in the Kensington Building, and a new maternity 

hospital. 

Two ‘super’ intensive care units with 100 beds in total (almost double the 

current number) would be developed at the Leicester Royal Infirmary and 

Glenfield Hospital. The investment would also see the creation of a 

welcome centre to help people find their way around the hospital sites, 

modernised wards, operating theatres and imaging facilities and additional 

car parking. 

It is proposed that a new ‘community health campus’ with non-acute 

services would be created on the site of the General Hospital. The 

proposals include in-patient beds for patients recovering from a stroke, new 

GP direct access imaging facilities such as x-rays and scans and the 

retention of the existing diabetes centre of excellence. 



The proposals include potentially relocating the midwifery-led unit at St 

Mary’s Hospital to the General Hospital campus.  The existing unit is under-

used, with less than three births per week, despite efforts to promote it. 

Full details of the consultation are available on the website 

at www.betterhospitalsleicester.nhs.uk, including a link to the 

questionnaire.  There are also videos and consultation documents 

that explain the plans in more detail.  

Versions of the consultation document can be made available in other 

languages, and are in easy read, video and large print. To request a copy 

of the questionnaire to fill in at home or to arrange to complete the 

questionnaire with a member of staff telephone 0116 295 0750 or 

email beinvolved@LeicesterCityCCG.nhs.uk 

 

 

Rainbows Baby and Toddler Group. 

Rainbows started meeting in St. Martin's Church Centre some 

thirty to thirty five years ago, run by young volunteer mothers 

during term time. Since then there have been a number of 

other mothers who have been volunteers.  I have only been 

involved in a supportive role for the past fourteen years 

alongside Sue Houghton and other members of the Free 

Church and St. Martin's. 

It has been a privilege to know those who have willingly given 

up their time to organise and run Rainbows; not easy when you 

have young children yourself ! 

Unfortunately , due to Covid 19, Rainbows had to 

close.  Becky, Charlotte and Libby look forward to seeing you 

again.  Hopefully they can restart in 2021. 

Many thanks to all past and present Rainbow leaders and 

helpers without whom Rainbows would not exist. 

Stella 
 

http://www.betterhospitalsleicester.nhs.uk/
https://nhs.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=160035362231
https://nhs.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=160035362231
mailto:beinvolved@LeicesterCityCCG.nhs.uk


FAITH FOR DAILY LIVING 

COMPELLING LOVE 

“Christ’s love compels us”.. 2 Cor 5:14 NIV  

Henry Drummond called the love of God, “The Greatest thing in the World”. 

Again and again down the last two thousand years millions have endorsed 

that thought. What happened at Calvary was an act of barbaric cruelty and 

violence. Many and varied words have been used to describe what 

happened. And millions of people have been captivated, healed and 

empowered by the manifestation of love that was enshrined there. People’s 

lives have been changed by that love. Awful, lost, warped, evil, devil-

possessed, and violent people have found themselves gripped by the love 

of Christ they found there and have glimpsed the depth of degradation in 

their poisoned lives as they have gazed at the dying Christ. And love - 

matchless, powerful, amazing, soul-saving love - has poured into their 

hearts and changed their direction for ever. 

Paul the apostle was a murderer until he met Christ on the road to 

Damascus. In contemplating Christ, he met his maker and his master. And 

he was compelled to leave his murderous mission and tread the roads of 

Asia Minor and eastern Europe to tell people of that “greatest thing in all the 

world”, the love of Christ. So powerful was the impact of that love on Paul’s 

heart, soul and mind that he was driven to cities like Corinth, Athens, 

Rome, Philippi and Ephesus to persuade people to believe in the Saviour 

who had given his life for them. 

It still compels saints, schoolteachers, doctors, dentists, plumbers, painters, 

actors and authors, housewives and hairdressers, farmers and firemen to 

stop, to abandon their old lives and live new ones, transformed, inspired, 

and renewed, driven and directed by the love that flowed on Calvary. 

PRAYER THOUGHT 

Lord, help me always to respond to your all-encompassing love by sharing 

it with all whom I encounter. 



‘Faith for Daily Living’ is a booklet which is published every second month 

and contains a daily reading such as this for each day over the period. The 

daily readings have provided inspiration and comfort to many over the 

years and the booklet is sent free of charge to anyone requesting a copy.  

For your free copy, contact Ewan, on O1455 824673, leaving a voicemail 

message if there is no response and we will see to it that your name is 

added to the mailing list. 

These readings are also available as daily emails at: 

https://faithfordailyliving.org/email-application/ 

 

 

Is Santa a key worker? 

Is his service of the utmost importance for society, the 

economy & children? 

Should he be required to leave presents on the doorstep and 

stand back as if he had just placed a bomb or an Amazon 

parcel? 

Is he in an at risk group? He must be quite old given he was 

working when we were nippers. 

Who will stand in for him if he has to self-isolate? 

Can you catch covid from reindeer ? 

Have the elves been socially distancing in the workshop? 

 

We need to know now, when will SAGE or Boris be making an 

announcement? 

 

What do you think? 

 

 

  



 
BOSWORTH FOOTCARE 

 

Your Local Foot Care Health Professional 
Joanne Taylor M.C.F.H.P., M.H.F.H.P 

 
Home Visiting Service 

For the treatment of corns, callouses, nail and general foot 
problems 

 
2 Westhaven Court, Market Bosworth 

Nuneaton, Warks, CV13 0PR 
Tel : 01455 292302 

 

 

 

  

 
Top Qualified Stylist & Barber, 

 

Regularly taking refreshers in the latest hair designs. 

Affordable Prices for regular cuts or Bridal 
packages, All in the own comfort of your 
own home! 

Please call or email to book an 
appointment Tel: 07758259240 

Email: Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com 

mailto:Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com


Cookery Corner 

The past few months have given 

many people plenty of time to fill and 

it has been widely reported that 

baking and bread making have seen 

a big revival. At home we have seen 

our fair share of experimental bread 

making. Apart from simple white 

loaves, wholemeal and multi-grained 

breads have been tried and eaten in 

our household. My wife has suffered 

plaited & knotted rolls, mini cottage loaf rolls along with breads containing 

dried tomato, cheese and a wide variety of other ingredients. Fruit loaves, 

malt loaves and various other tea breads regularly get served up for 

afternoon tea, even delving into the realms of ancient grains and using 

spelt flour. The latter made a rather dense bread, nearly saved by the 

presence of spices and dried fruit and more palatable when toasted. 

During the early days of the lock down reference was often made to the 

way things were around the Second World War, how the limited food 

supply was “stretched” and the various ways that meals were prepared. I 

wonder how many of us have tried things cooked by our parents or grand 

parents during the past six months. One thing I have avoided is junket. 

Neither my brother nor I enjoyed this dessert that mum occasionally served 

up. We also avoided, if possible, the “cottage cheese” she made, strange 

since we both grew up to be more than a little fond of cheese. Cheese is 

one thing I have been promising myself I would make one day. 

Last year the ladies of the craft group were “treated” to Yorkshire curd tarts 

and scones made from the whey left over from the curds and I guess that 

was the first attempt at any sort of cheese. This year a hard cheddar-like 

cheese was my goal. When you have two children like I have they 

encourage you to try all sorts of things. They have provided kit to smoke 

food, a course on bread making, curing bacon and now the necessary 

hardware and instructions to make cheese. So what better time than when 

locked in, unable to go out socially and with many hours every day to fill. 

Curds and Whey have become a regular sight in our kitchen. 

 



Essentially cheese is made from the protein contained in milk. Depending 

on how it is treated, heated and ripened will result in different cheeses. In 

my quest to make a nice cheese the first thing was to select was the milk. 

Going into the supermarket there are numerous types of milk available, 

homogenised, pasteurised, skimmed and the occasional bottle of “gold 

top”, a favourite of mine on my cornflakes. Instead of any of these I went to 

the source and in the nearby village of Upton a herd of cattle produce a rich 

creamy milk used to produce Red Leicester cheese. This milk was selected 

for my experiment into the world of cheese making. I came to the 

conclusion if it is good enough to make the wonderful Red Leicester, 

among others, that the Leicestershire Handmade Cheese Company make 

and sell it would be the ideal starting point for me. 

To some people the sight of the rich 

layer of cream on the top of the milk 

would be off-putting, to me to a 

welcoming sight and my cornflakes 

taste even better with it. Armed with 

several litres of milk I set about 

trying to make my cheese. 

Temperature control is essential so 

a large water bath was set up to 

accommodate my cheese making pan and provide a means whereby I 

could maintain the temperatures needed. Various cultures can be added to 

provide a means whereby the flavour of the end product can be adjusted, I 

stuck to the material supplied in the kit the kids had bought me. Rennet was 

added and this produced the too familiar sight of a large bowl of junket, the 

protein had coagulated and was starting to separate from the whey. A 

couple of hours later having cut the curds and whey up and drained off the 

excess whey, I had a muslin bag hanging with the whey dripping out. More 

childhood memories from the kitchen in the Victorian house we lived in. 

A small amount of salt was added to the curds before they were placed in a 

mould, lined with muslin and pressure applied. After sitting under pressure 

overnight the now solid block of curds was removed from the press, 

wrapped in cotton fabric and covered in lard. This allows the curds to dry 

out and prevent contamination. Daily turning was followed by weekly 

turning and the weeks slipped slowly by. The block of cheese was starting 

to feel like a hard cheese, and look like a farmhouse cheddar. I was getting 

 



impatient. Eventually ten weeks after starting I gave in; I could no longer 

wait to see how things had gone and I attacked the block of cheese. 

Anybody who has ever watched cookery programmes on TV will note that 

the chefs always say how nice the taste of their food is, I was no different 

and my poor long-suffering wife who is not overfond of cheese agreed it did 

taste fine. Comments from other people who have been offered a taster 

have all given positive feed-back and therefore encouragement to continue.  

Throughout the process I was indebted to Jo Clarke at The Leicestershire 

Handmade Cheese company who offered advice and reined me in when I 

was getting to the stage where I wanted to try the cheese. I really do thank 

her for sparing time when I had questions and her encouragement. Her 

approval of the final product was pleasing, the result being I now have 

several batches on the go and the latest venture is to try a blue farmhouse 

cheese which should be ready for Christmas.  

As I tucked in to some freshly 

baked multi-grained bread, 

tomatoes fresh from the plant and 

a piece of homemade cheese I 

realised just how lucky I was to be 

able to do these things and have 

the support of friends and family to 

experiment in the kitchen. Anybody 

wishing to make their own cheese I 

would say one thing, it takes a lot of time initially, a lot of patience along the 

way but the rewards are well worth it.  

 
The preacher was emphasising the need for mutual forgiveness. “None 

of us is perfect,” he thundered, “does anybody in the church today think 

he’s perfect? If anybody thinks he’s perfect, let him stand up right now, 

in front of us all.” There was silence for a moment, and then to the 

preacher’s astonishment a man in the front pew got to his feet. 

“Do you think ypu are perfect?” the preacher enquired increduously. 

“Oh no not me,” said the man, “I’m standing here in proxy for my wife’s 

first husband.” 

 

  



The Church Mouse 

Hello Everyone, 

How good it was to see St Martin’s full of Sunday 

worshippers again. They were all in bubbles of 

two or three carefully measured out by the 

Church Wardens. No tea and biscuits though, 

and no “peace” either, just a thankful and friendly 

wave. Many Christians will have missed going to 

church on Sundays. We mice always went twice, if we were able. It wasn’t 

a duty, a bit more like a grateful act of thanksgiving for all we have. We 

know what it is like to miss being caught by the Churchyard cat, or just 

making it into a hole in the wall when a puppy comes past. Life is like that 

and even worse for humans who have to work to earn money to pay the 

bills and feed the children. They now need to avoid a germ one cannot see 

either. We church-mice are fortunate in that our needs are taken care of in 

nature and we are accepting of the losses that come around.  

 When little Jimmy didn’t make it across the green, someone kindly buried 

his stiff little body under a bush, and I saw a crow finishing off a pigeon, that 

hadn’t been quick enough for the cat, earlier in the week. Nature is often far 

from kind, but humans feel more deeply. Their souls make them bond 

intensely with their families and the pain they feel is grievous. Jesus came 

to teach us how God would prefer us to live. He taught us to love God and 

our neighbours as ourselves and to live good and moral lives. Not just 

resisting the temptations of evil, although that is important. He wants us to 

trust Him with our lives and to move forward with an attitude of “what would 

Jesus do.” We need to think about the way we live and to consider the 

consequences of our actions. Humans need to know right from wrong and 

to avoid grey areas at all cost. 

 It was a very contrite Archbishop who apologised to the Nation for those of 

his staff who had been caught out sinning. The Church should not have to 

protect them, but let the courts and God sort them out.  Unfortunately many 

mistrust the Church because of the actions of others.  Jesus asked the 

crowd whether they had never sinned, before they decided to throw the first 

stone. I would encourage people to trust Jesus with their lives.       

Till next time…fight the good fight with all your might. 

Bye from, 

Minnie.   

  

 



 

  



A Grand Day Out - Hunstanton 

Although there is evidence that people lived in the area in Neolithic, Bronze 

Age and Roman times, the story really begins with the Anglo-Saxon 

settlement.  In 855 a young man called Edmund landed on the coast at a 

spot which is still called St Edmund’s Point. Edmund was born into the 

Wuffing family (Wuffa was an Old English word for a wolf).  He was the last 

of a dynasty which had ruled the Kingdom of East Anglia for over 200 

years.  He spent his youth in Saxony (northern Germany) and sailed to 

England to claim the throne.  Legend tells that when he landed, he knelt 

down to give thanks for his safe journey and a series of springs rose out of 

the ground. Their water was said to have miraculous powers and pilgrims 

came to drink here.  Later, the water was pumped to a water tower on 

Lincoln Street, but this has been demolished.  There are still springs in 

Waterworks Road, Old Hunstanton.   

Edmund was crowned King of the Northfolk (Norfolk) in 856 and King of the 

Southfolk (Suffolk) the following year. His kingdom prospered under his 

Christian rule.   In 865 the Vikings landed in the north of England and after 

4 years they reached Edmund’s kingdom.  Following a battle on Thetford 

plain, Edmund retreated to a stronghold near Hoxne.  The Vikings 

demanded that Edmund should give up his religion and rule under Viking 

law.  Edmund refused.  He was tied to an oak tree, whipped and shot with 

arrows before being beheaded.  His head was taken deep into the forest 

and hidden.  The story is that when his followers went searching about a 

month later, they heard Edmund calling .and found a wolf crouched with the 

head unharmed between its legs.  As they approached, the wolf got up and 

quietly disappeared into the forest.   

We jump now to the appearance of Hunestanesteda in Domesday Book, 

which was the beginnings of Old Hunstanton.   Large land holdings were 

acquired in Norfolk by the le Strange family after the Norman Conquest.   

The origin of (New) Hunstanton was due to Henry L’Estrange Styleman le 

Strange (1815-62) who in 1840 inherited about 10 000 acres stretching 

from Wolferton to Thornham.  He lived in Hunstanton Hall and had the idea 

of creating a new settlement when he realised that people were coming to 

the seaside to enjoy the sea air.  This was the era when it became 

fashionable for those who could afford to travel, to visit small fishing 

villages such as Blackpool and Brighton and bathe in the sea.   



In 1846 the first building was erected – the New Inn, now the Golden Lion 

Hotel – fronting onto a triangular Green with a view across the Wash.  For 

16 years this was the only building between the lighthouse and Heacham 

and became known as Strange’s Folly.  The coming of the railway in 1862 

was the catalyst for Hunstanton St Edmunds to grow.   Le Strange gave the 

land for the railway and for the public gardens along the front.  

Le Strange was an artist 

more than an architect – he 

painted the ceiling of the 

nave in Ely Cathedral - but 

together with William 

Butterfield, insisted on a high 

standard for his new town. 

The two met through a 

shared interest in 

Tractarianism, a religious 

movement which argued for 

the reinstatement of old Christian traditions.  Butterfield designed the 

Golden Lion Hotel and the Gothic style houses in St Edmund’s Terrace, 

built in the attractive local carstone.  He went on to design buildings such 

as Keble College, Oxford, and All Saints Church in London. 

The architect responsible for later buildings in Hunstanton was Herbert 

George Ibberson.  He was born in 1866 in Kings Lynn, where his father 

was a grocer, and educated at Bishop Stortford College and the Royal 

Academy School under the Arts & Crafts architect Norman Shaw.  He 

trained in Reading with Webb & Tubbs, then in London with John Belcher 

and John Dando Sedding.  He travelled to France and Germany to study 

and became a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects; exhibiting 

three times at the Royal Academy.  Ibberson had a practice in St Martin’s 

Lane, London, but in 1890 he opened a practice in Hunstanton.  He 

designed the bank premises, the pier entrance building, a public shelter 

and decorations in St Edmund’s Church; but most notably many houses in 

the Arts & Crafts style on Boston Square and Austin Street on either side of 

Northgate. The Baptist Chapel was built in 1870 with the foundation stone 

laid by JJ Colman, Chairman of Colman Mustard Ltd, who was a Baptist. It 

was refurbished in the Arts & Crafts style by Ibberson.  He also designed 

the church cum village hall at Holme next the Sea.  

 



In 1893 he married Kate, eldest daughter of Francis Hewitt of Leicester.  

They lived at The Gables on Austin Street, which he designed.  You can 

still see the sundial on the wall with a plaque which says It is better to travel 

hopefully than to arrive. Their daughter Katherine was born here in 1906. 

Another eminent architect of this 

era was George Skipper.  Together 

with Edward Boardman, he 

changed and shaped Victorian 

Norwich and in 1896 he designed 

Hunstanton Town Hall.  The cupola 

and turret are a trademark of 

Skipper’s work.    The 

chequerboard use of flint and 

carstone tied in with Ibberson’s 

house designs and the large windows in the first floor Council Chamber 

allowed wonderful views over the Wash.  The hall on the ground floor is 

used for all sorts of occasions and the undercroft has been renovated for 

community use.  

Sadly, Le Strange did not live to see the fulfilment of his vision as he died in 

July 1862 aged 47, two months before the first train arrived at Hunstanton.  

A statue of him was erected on The Green in 2017.  Under his son, Hamon, 

spurred on by an investment boom and the purchase of the Sandringham 

Estate by Queen Victoria for her son the Prince of Wales in 1861, 

Hunstanton grew to become a fully fledged Victorian seaside resort.   There 

was a Royal Station at Wolferton on the Lynn to Hunstanton line.  By the 

1920-30s there were 14 excursion trains a day at the height of the season, 

bringing 10 000 visitors, but the line was closed in 1969.  Today on the site 

of the railway station you can see a small section of track with signal and 

buffers and a nicely kept garden.  There is currently a campaign to bring 

back the railway. 

Many people came from London to benefit from the healthy sea air.  In 

1879 a Convalescent Home was opened by the Prince and Princess of 

Wales and in 1907 a Children’s Convalescent Home was opened.  In 1899 

a Recovery Home was built for patients from Addenbrookes Hospital, 

Cambridge.  This is now the flats known as Marine Court.   A pier was 

erected in 1870 from The Green but was swept away by a storm in 1978.    

 



In 1893 the new town council decided to rename the town New Hunstanton, 

but the connections with St Edmund live on in road names and he is the 

patron saint of both the Anglican and Catholic churches.  (The C of E 

church was built in 1866. The mother church was St Mary’s in Old 

Hunstanton). St Edmund was the patron saint of England until the time of 

the Crusades.  In the Esplanade Gardens, as well as the War Memorial, 

there is a memorial to 31 people who died in the Great Flood of 1953.  16 

of these were American Airforce men and their families.  The cliffs at 

Hunstanton are made up of the distinctive orange carstone, topped by a 

layer of red chalk and finally white chalk.  The chalk contains many fossils.  

One of the shelters on the clifftop was designed by Ibberson and erected in 

1898 as a memorial to Francis Hewitt, owner of the Leicester Mercury and 

his father in law.  

Hunstanton has an active Civic Society with a Heritage Centre located in 

the former premises of NatWest Bank.  They have erected plaques on a 

selection of buildings and sites of interest both in and beyond the 

Conservation Area and have produced guides to several different walks for 

visitors to explore both New and Old Hunstanton.   

Old Hunstanton is worth exploring in its 

own right.  The village sign depicts a 

horse and rider which refers to the claim 

of the le Strange family that their estate 

extended into the sea as far as a rider on 

horseback could throw a javelin at low 

tide.  Today there is a trail of information 

boards along the cliff top from the 

Esplanade Gardens to the remains of St 

Edmund’s Chapel (built in 1272) where there is a small garden with a Wolf 

Statue.   The former coastguard lookout tower was built in 1907 and was 

used as a listening post in both world wars.  There has been a lighthouse 

here since 1665 – probably a wooden structure with a beacon on top.  The 

present building was erected in 1840 and was taken out of use in 1922. 

Both the lighthouse and coastguard tower are now holiday lets.  The Alice 

Oliphant Almshouses were built in 1912 as an example of the benevolence 

of the le Strange family and are still part of the estate.  Alice was the 

youngest daughter of le Strange and married Laurence Oliphant.  She died 

at Delieh on Mount Carmel, Syria (now Israel).   

 



There has been a church on the site of St Mary’s since 1038.  The present 

church was built in the early 13th century and was restored in Victorian 

times by Henry le Strange and William Butterfield.  There are many le 

Strange memorials in the church and churchyard.  Hunstanton Hall and 

grounds are private, but the park is open to the public one day a week.  PG 

Wodehouse is related to the family and wrote some of his work while 

staying at the hall.  The Lodge Hotel was the le Strange’s dower house and 

dates from 1542.  The first Lifeboat House is now a café.  There are now 

two buildings: one for the inshore boat built in 1900 and one for the 

hovercraft built in 2004.  The first boat The Licensed Victualler was paid for 

by the local LVA at a time when importing wine was a major part of Kings 

Lynn’s trade.  Ringstead Mill is a six storey windmill built for Henry le 

Strange in 1838.  It operated for almost 50 years, but in 1927 was 

converted into a house for a Cambridge University professor.  The origin of 

many of the other old buildings can be discovered by following the trail 

leaflet.  

 

Hunstanton is one of the east coast resorts that can be reached from 

Leicestershire for a day trip and is not too commercialised.  It makes a 

Grand Day Out. 

  



  



 


