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CHRISTMAS AT ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH 

  

 

Sat 5th  1pm to 3pm 

pick up your free 'Christingle Kit' from outside  

St Martin's church 

 

Sun 13th  4pm - Christingle  

Livestreamed on YouTube search: 

  'St. Martin's & St. Bartholomew's Video Channel' 

Sun 13th 6pm - Advent Spiral service    
  in St Martin's church (numbers limited) 

Sun 20th  4pm - Carols on the green outside   
  St Martin's church, come along and listen  
  to some fantastic Christmas carols 

Wed 23rd  12pm to 2pm & 6pm to 8pm 
Advent Peace, come and pause for a short time to 
light a candle for a loved one in St Martin's church 

Thurs 24th  11pm - Midnight Holy Communion  
  in St Martin’s church (numbers limited) 

Fri 25th  11.15am - Christmas Day service  
  in St Martin's church (numbers limited) 

 



WORSHIP AT ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH 

  

Services for December – subject to restrictions 
  

Sunday 6th (Second Sunday of Advent) 
11:15am Holy Communion  

Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Sunday 13th (Third Sunday of Advent)  
11:15am All Age Service  

Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew11:2-11 
 

Sunday 20th (Fourth Sunday of Advent)  
11:15am Holy Communion  

Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25  
 

Thursday 24th (Christmas Eve) 
11pm  Holy Communion 

    Acts 13:16-26; Luke 1:67-79 
 

Wednesday 25th (Christmas Day)  
11.15am Christmas Day Service  

    Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14  
 

Sunday 27th   
11:15am Morning Service  

    
 

Weekly online services continue every Sunday 
 

Bi-weekly Kids online service  
 

All of these are on our YouTube page ‘St. Martin's & St. 
Bartholomew's Video Channel’ 

 

Tuesdays at 8am hope to restart on the 8th   
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 



Gareth writes 

How have the last few weeks been for you?  At the 

time of writing, I’m part way through our most 

recent Lockdown and the weather has been pretty 

gloomy.  When it hasn’t been gloomy it’s been 

rainy, well that’s how it’s felt anyway.  Then this 

morning I woke up and looked up the window only 

to see what looked like another grey start to the 

day.  Having gotten up and gone about my morning 

routine, about an hour later I looked out the window 

again and it was glorious sunshine, which has 

stuck around all day.  Such a warm day, after 

(what’s felt like) a couple of weeks of grey and rain, has been a real 

unexpected surprise.  It lifts your spirits.  My dog Millie certainly agrees, if 

there’s a sunny spot on the floor you can guarantee she’ll find it and bask in 

the warmth of the day.  These unexpected gifts are to be treasured. 

In the Bible, the stories about Jesus reveal someone who delights in giving 

unexpected gifts.  One particular story comes to mind (you’ll find it in the 

Bible, Mark chapter 6)… Jesus has been teaching this large group of 

people all day.  It’s getting late so his disciples suggested that he sends the 

people away as they don’t have food for them.  But Jesus urges them to 

collect in what they do have, there’s not much, just five loaves and two fish.  

But then Jesus does the completely unexpected, he does a miracle and 

goes on to feed over 5000 people.   Certainly an unexpected gift for all 

involved.  Part of the excitement about this story is certainly the miracle, but 

more than this it tells us something about the character of God.  God 

delights in giving good gifts, in blessing people, in caring for us.   

Life can be really difficult, no doubt about that, and the Bible’s clear about 

that too, things can and do get tough.  However, the Bible is also clear than 

our God is not some far off deity, rather He’s intimate, close, present and 

involved.  And God doesn’t just do the necessary (feeding people), God 

delights in giving gifts.  One of Jesus first miracles was at a wedding in 

Cana when he turned water into wine, totally unnecessary but such a gift to 

those folk.  And so my encouragement to you at this time, at a time when 

things can seem pretty grey and pretty gloomy, my encouragement is to 

look for the unexpected gifts, the beauty of our world and the blessing we 

find day by day as we go about life. 

Rev Gareth Hutchinson 

 



Editors Notepad 

• Just when we were getting used to services with social 

distancing, the lockdown returned and the church is closed 

again 

• Luckily an online service was prepared for Remembrance 

Sunday and these will continue every Sunday for the time 

being  

• We were very sad to cancel the Christmas Tree Festival, 

which has been held over the Advent weekend for the past 

17 years.  A big thank you to all the groups and individuals 

who were poised to decorate trees.  Save all your 

decorations and we look forward to welcoming you next year 

• We hope that lots of people will concentrate instead on 

decorating their front garden with perhaps some lights round 

the eaves or bushes – anything goes!  Many residents 

already do this, but with an extra bit of effort we could have 

even more taking part.  We thought it would bring some 

cheer to everyone as they take their daily walk.  Lots of 

people put Remembrance poppies in their windows, so why 

not put a Christmas picture in your window.  No prizes – just 

pure enjoyment!   

• We have an online prayer meeting on Monday evenings   

• A short online service for children is available once a 

fortnight   

• If you would like the link to any of these, please contact 

Revd Gareth Hutchinson, whose details appear on the inside 

cover or look on our website www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk 

• Several services are planned for the Christmas period, as 

long as restrictions are lifted.  Keep you eye on the website 

for last minute changes 

• A very Happy Christmas from all at St Martin’s  

  

http://www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk/


 

 

 

Leicester Town Hall 



Parish Points 
• The Parish Council meets on the third Wednesday in the month, at 

present by zoom, and there is always the opportunity for residents to 

raise any issues at what we call Parishioners Participation.  The 

Agenda is put on the noticeboards near both Co op stores and 

opposite the Post Office, as well as in Botcheston (and on the office 

window when the library is open)  

• If you have any questions, please contact 

clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk or 822399.  The Clerk and Admin 

Assistant are usually in the office (in Desford Library) on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays, but messages can be left at any time 

• I try to report on any major items in this monthly report, but if you 

want to know more details of what has been discussed at meetings 

you can read the minutes on the Parish Council website 

www.desfordparishcouncil.co.uk  

• Last month I reported on 2 significant planning applications, for which 

we now have to wait to hear the outcome.  This month an application 

was submitted to build a drive-through café as part of the proposed 

new business park on Peckleton Lane.  As with all applications, the 

comments had to be sent within 28 days.  The best way to keep up to 

date with applications is to look on the Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 

Council website  

• Over the past few years a group of councillors and residents have 

spent many hours working on the Neighbourhood Plan.  This covers 

the whole parish and is now at the stage of waiting for the 

referendum.  As long as the covid restrictions are lifted by then, you 

will be asked to vote to accept our Neighbourhood Plan on 6th May, 

which is the provisional date for Election Day.  In the meantime, you 

can read the documents on the Parish Council website.  A paper 

copy will be available to read in the library when it is able to re-open    

• The library has been opening on Saturdays from 10-12 and Mondays 

2-4 – subject to government guidelines. When we re-open after 

lockdown we hope to also open on Thursday mornings.  We depend 

on the availability of volunteers and are very grateful for all those who 

serve the community in this way 

• Other matters which the Parish Council have been working on 

include the installation of CCTV on Kirkby Road Recreation Ground, 

mailto:clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.desfordparishcouncil.co.uk/


so that we will be able to keep a better watch on antisocial behaviour 

and damage on the park.  The new equipment and basketball net, 

which were delayed because of the vandalism, will be installed in the 

new year 

• We receive many complaints about uncut hedges overhanging 

pavements.  Most of these are the responsibility of the Borough or 

County Council or residents, but we always do our best to solve the 

problem.  Hedges cannot be cut during the bird nesting season, so it 

is a good idea for everyone to trim their hedges really well during the 

autumn and winter, to allow for vigorous growth over the spring and 

summer.  We have been very pleased with the work of our own 

grounds maintenance contractors during 2020 and hope that you 

agree.  If you notice a “grot spot” it is always worth reporting  

 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 
 

 
 

Many of us usually take part in the Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox appeal – obviously this is not possible this year.  

However, there is another way to take part.  There is the option 

to do one online where you pick and choose what you want to 

add in it and they make it up for you - you then pay £20 which 

includes everything in the box and a donation.  

On the link below select - Pack a Shoebox 
https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/ 
 

https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/


 

Survey & Subs 

Due to covid, we did not print the Parish News for 4 months and 

were only able to e mail it to some of our readers.  We therefore 

propose to ask you to pay £4.80 for just 8 months in 2021, so our 

deliverers will probably not call until April.  Of course, we are 

always grateful to those of you who choose to donate more.   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our team of 

volunteers who deliver the magazines to all corners of the parish. 

Thank you to those of you who responded to our survey in 

October.  We will not be able to please everyone, but during the 

next 12 months we hope to introduce a few changes to the 

magazine.  It would be great to have news from more of the many 

groups and activities in the parish, but we depend on people 

willing to write and tell us.  We would be delighted to receive 

articles, so please pass this message on.  Items can be sent by e 

mail to patcrane33@gmail.com or handwritten and put through my 

door at 33 Parkstone Road or in the letterbox at the church (on 

the wall opposite the main door).  

We may not have much to report from the clubs at the moment, 

but articles about local issues, people and events always make 

interesting reading.  We have many new residents, so why not 

share some of your memories of Desford or Botcheston in the 

time that you have lived here.  Have you sorted through old 

photos during the lockdown and found something which you could 

share?  We would be happy to copy and return your photos.   

We look forward to hearing from you.  

 In the meantime, we wish all our readers a Happy Christmas and 

New Year.  We hope that it will be possible for families to meet 

and celebrate, even if restrictions cannot be lifted altogether.   

The Editors  

 

 

  

mailto:patcrane33@gmail.com


FAITH FOR DAILY LIVING 

 “God did not keep an account of their sins”.         2 Cor 5:19  GNB  

Many people assume that God does keep an account of their sins. 

Somehow all the bad things you do mount up and God knows the lot. 

However, so the theory goes, he also keeps a record of the good things as 

well. And if you’re wise, you’ll make sure, or try to, that the good will 

balance with the bad and at the great summing up you will score enough 

points “to make the grade”. 

 The apostle Paul says, “That’s a load of baloney. God is not an 

accountant. Neither does he tally up the good to see if the good and the 

bad balance out”. The Cross of Christ has done away with all thinking about 

any such thing as accounts. He accepts you out of love. In his mercy God 

accepts you with all your good and with all your bad and treats you as his 

loving child. Because of the Cross you are washed, cleansed, healed and 

forgiven. You are a new person with a new relationship with God. You are 

at peace with him and, when you give your life to him, he takes you as you 

are and, like a mother wiping the tears away from her child’s face when he 

has been hurt, God “makes it all better”. 

This was the message Paul took to the people in Corinth nearly two 

thousand years ago. It is still the core of the church’s message today. The 

miracle of it all is the miracle of God’s love and grace. It is available to you 

– and to all the human race. Don’t delay any longer. Accept that grace 

today and begin your new life living unto God alone 

PRAYER THOUGHT 

Lord, take away the evil in my life and make me whole. Faith for Daily 

Living’ is a booklet which is published every second month and contains a 

daily reading such as this for each day over the period. The daily readings 

have provided inspiration and comfort to many over the years and the 

booklet is sent free of charge to anyone requesting a copy.  

For your free copy, contact Ewan, on O1455 824673, leaving a 

voicemail message if there is no response and we will see to it that your 

name is added to the mailing list. 

These readings are also available as daily emails at: 

 https://faithfordailyliving.org/email-application 

https://faithfordailyliving.org/email-application


 
BOSWORTH FOOTCARE 

 

Your Local Foot Care Health Professional 
Joanne Taylor M.C.F.H.P., M.H.F.H.P 

 
Home Visiting Service 

For the treatment of corns, callouses, nail and general foot 
problems 

 
2 Westhaven Court, Market Bosworth 

Nuneaton, Warks, CV13 0PR 
Tel : 01455 292302 

 

 

 

  

 
Top Qualified Stylist & Barber, 

 

Regularly taking refreshers in the latest hair designs. 

Affordable Prices for regular cuts or Bridal 
packages, All in the own comfort of your 
own home! 

Please call or email to book an 
appointment Tel: 07758259240 

Email: Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com 

mailto:Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com


The Church Mouse 

Hello Everyone, 

How much can life change in a week, or a 

month? 

We are back in lockdown! 

Our Christmas Tree Festival is cancelled. Yes we 

are disappointed, but not dismayed. 

No one can cancel their birthday. Not even Jesus. His birthday is on the 

25th December. Many may not even know that, that is why we have 

Christmas. We mice will be celebrating big time 

as nothing can change it, with Christ being at the centre of what we believe.   

Who was this baby, born to a teenage girl, in a stable, after midnight, on 

what we call Christmas Day. We know that he grew up into a wonderful, 

loving, teacher who became a healer and peacemaker. His teaching 

attracted large crowds who followed him all over the country. He healed the 

sick and restored the sight to the blind. This all became a huge problem 

when folk called him the Messiah. In Judea, the society at the time was 

under the rule of the Roman Empire which was reasonably lenient on the 

local king and let the temple take care of the religious community, just as 

long as they kept the peace. This caused a problem when he claimed to be 

the Messiah and the Son of God. He had only been teaching for three 

years, when the priests complained and the king got worried and Pilate said 

that if they couldn’t get a grip on things he would have no choice but to 

eliminate the problem. So the Son of God was crucified on Good Friday. 

Jesus had made a difference though. He rose from the grave on Easter 

Sunday. He had made people realise that God cared and that Man and 

God could communicate with prayer. God, who had created the world and 

all mankind, was real and had influence over us, if we only believed. Many 

believed and after centuries of wars and power struggles and arguments 

some of us still believe that if we pray, God will hear because he cares 

about us. 

So back to Christmas…..Santa may or may not come down the chimney, 

but the love of Christ is here for all to enjoy and pass on to others. Let us 

hope that the Christmas trees will appear in our windows and on our lawns, 

  

 



full of colour and spreading light and delight as we celebrate the birth of this 

tiny baby, born in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.      

No matter who you are or what you believe, we the mice at St. Martin’s 

wish you a very Happy Christmas. 

God speed and share His Love. 

Minnie. 

 

Hello Minnie 

I agree with what you said in last month’s magazine, 

saying how nice it was to see people back in church. 

Unfortunately it hasn’t been for long but we look 

forward to hopefully being able to celebrate Advent 

and Christmas in church. 

I love Advent when the wreath appears with its four 

red candles and the tall white one, and to watch when 

each week another candle is lit. The first represents the prophets, the 

second John the Baptist, the third the Virgin Mary, and the fourth for all 

God’s people. The white candle represents Christ the Light of the World. 

This year I wonder if people would like to make 

their own Advent Wreaths and light a candle 

each week for hope, joy, peace, love and Jesus.  

I do hope we may be able to sing some 

Christmas Carols this year one way or another. I 

like to hear our choir singing such lovely music 

and old Pete blasting out on the organ, especially 

in his favourite carol when it comes to the 

descant of Once in Royal David’s City when the sound rises up and up with 

the words ‘When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait 

around’. 

I hope you all have a  lovely Christmas. At least we can celebrate the real 

meaning in our hearts, even if we cannot share it as we would like with 

others 

Keep safe and God Bless 

Your cousin Johnnie. 

 

 



 

  



Desford Girlguiding 2020 

Well this year has certainly been different and unplanned!  

Only in February had we celebrated World Thinking Day 

by attending an event at the Birmingham NEC called 

Celebrate 2020, with 13500 members, then our weekly meetings came to 

an abrupt end in March and plans for camps throughout the year were 

regretably postponed (note postponed as we hope to put new dates in the 

diary when we are allowed).  After a break through lockdown, in June and 

July our groups started to meet again on the ever popular zoom.  The 

virtual meeting option is not for everybody however the girls who have 

participated enjoy seeing each other very much!   

Times moved on to September and we were given the go ahead to be able 

to meet face to face (with lots of requirements and guidelines).  Leaders 

completed various lengthy risk assessments; Rainbows and Brownies 

continued to meet weekly on zoom, the Guides held a number of ‘social 

distanced’ face to face meetings in the Church Centre outside spaces.  

There was a buzz of seeing each other and being back together.  On 

November 3rd the Rainbows, followed by Brownies held a 

‘face to face’ 

campfire and 

received some 

of the many 

badges they 

have 

continued to 

earn through 

lockdown.  

One of the popular badges was a ‘Leapover badge’ which entailed a 

 
4.45 – 5.45pm 
5 – 7 year olds 

 
6.00 – 7.30pm 

7 – 10 year olds 

 
7.30 – 9.00pm 

10 - 14 year olds  

 

  



sleepover and various activities they did at home over the Easter weekend, 

also everyone received an ‘Adventures at home badge’ as we certailnly 

have been having plenty of those! Next came the news of the second 

lockdown so we have been pushed back to only meeting online.  This has 

not stopped the leaders planning a range of fun 

and involved activities and learning.   

Only a matter of days before the new lockdown 

representatives of 

Desford 

Girlguiding joined 

Scouting and 

Parish Council 

representatives to 

‘pre-record’ laying 

our wreaths on 

Desford War 

Memorial.  The 

videos were shown 

in the Desford 

Remembrance service shown on line on 

Remembrance Sunday. 

Rainbows have celebrated Remembrance, made cakes in a mug, played 

games, gone on scavenger hunts, ‘Acted their age’ for a combined Pudsey 

and Girlguiding badge and more.  Brownies also have been playing 

different games and challenges as well as working towards more badges 

and learning valuable map reading skills for when we 

are allowed to go out and about.  Guides have earnt a 

‘Meditation badge’, joined in various games and have 

been challenged to ‘Act their Age’ learning a new skill 

for their Pudsey badge.  Activities planned for the rest 

of the term include ‘Escape rooms’ and of course 

Christmas celebrations.  

desford.rainbows@gmail.com, desford.brownies@gmail.com and 

desford.guides@gmail.com  
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A Victorian invention? 

The following is adapted from an article which you may be familiar 

with if you are a member of English Heritage 

Following the marriage of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, the Royal 

family celebrated Christmas with gusto and the rest of the nation followed 

their example. Charles Dickens certainly helped plant Christmas in our 

minds as a very Victorian custom: 

“In half a minute Mrs Cratchit entered – flushed, but smiling proudly – with 

the pudding, like a speckled cannon ball, so hard and firm, blazing in half a 

half a quartern of ignited brandy, and bedight with Christmas Holly stuck 

into the top. Oh, what a wonderful pudding!”             A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens 

However, the Christmas pudding itself has much earlier origins and began 

life as a pottage. This was a kind of broth, including raisins and other dried 

fruit, spices and wine. It was thickened with breadcrumbs or ground 

almonds. Rather like the first mince pies, it often included meat or at least 

meat stock. Here is a medieval recipe for figgy pudding: Fygey from 

the Form of Cury (1392) 

Take almaundes blanched, grynde hem and draw hem up with water and 

wyne: quarter fygur, hole raisouns. cast perto powdour gyngur and hony 

clarified, seeth it well & salt it, and serue forth. 

This pottage would be served at the start of the meal rather than at the end 

of the meal as we do today.  By the end of the 17th century the pottage took 

on a more solid appearance. It was sometimes cooked inside a skin, like a 

sausage. Even then, it was more likely to have been sliced and cooked 

under a roasting joint and served alongside the main meal or as a starter – 

not a pudding. 

It was the Victorians who established the tradition of making the Christmas 

pudding on Stir Up Sunday, the fifth Sunday before Christmas.  Inspiration 

was taken from the Collect in the Book of Common Prayer: 

“Stir up, we beseech thee, oh Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 

plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by thee be 

plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” 

https://goo.gl/Bky6y8
http://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/recipe-for-real-mince-pies/


Stir Up Sunday was a family affair. Each member was supposed to stir the 

mixture from east to west to honour the journey of the Magi. This ritual was 

also thought to bring the family luck in the coming year. 

Originally the puddings would have been shaped into a sphere and boiled 

in a cloth. This practice eventually gave way to steaming the pudding in a 

basin or elaborate mould, particularly in wealthier households. It was 

customary to hide a number of small trinkets in the mixture, a bit like 

the twelfth night cake. These charms often included a silver coin which 

signified wealth, and a ring to represent a future marriage. Woe betide the 

guest who stumbled across a thimble in their serving… this meant certain 

spinsterhood! 

The traditional accompaniment to the Christmas pudding was a sweet 

custard or a hard sauce (nowadays known as brandy butter). 

A recipe for Queen Victoria’s Christmas Pudding 

This is Francatelli’s Plum Pudding 

from The Modern Cook (1846). Charles 

Elmé Francatelli was Queen Victoria’s 

chef from 1840-42. 

¾lb (335g) raisins 

¾lb (335g) currants 

½lb (225g) candied orange, lemon and 

citron 

1¼lb (560g) chopped beef suet 

1lb (450g) flour 

¾lb (335g) moist sugar 

4 medium eggs 

3 gills (450ml) of milk 

Grated zest of 2 lemons 

1 tsp each of ground nutmeg and cinnamon 

½ tsp ground cloves 

Glass of brandy (about 50ml) 

A very little salt 

Mix the ingredients thoroughly together in a large basin several hours 

before the pudding is to be boiled; pour them into a mould spread with 

butter, which should be tied up in a cloth. The pudding must be boiled for 

 

http://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/twelfth-night-cake/


four hours and a half; when done dish it up with a German custard sauce 

spread over it, made as follows: 

Put four yolks of eggs into a bain-marie or stew pan, together with two 

ounces of powdered sugar, a glass of sherry, some orange or lemon peel 

(rubbed on loaf sugar), and a very little salt. Whisk this sharply over a very 

low fire, until it assumes the appearance of a light frothy custard. 

_____________________________________________ 

Strange Sewathon 

 

Many readers will be aware of the annual Sewathon held every October in 

the Church Centre.  This is organised by Janet O’Donovan and is a day 

when ladies from the Loving Hands group and students from Bosworth 

Academy usually get together to spend the day stitching. The garments are 

then sent to the charity Plan International who deliver them to children in 

other countries.  

This year, of course, it was not possible to hold the event in its usual form.  

However, some of our stitchers made dresses, skirts and shorts at home 

and the Academy students had a sewing day in their own bubble.  42 

garments were made by Loving Hands and we await the number completed 

at the Academy. We should not forget the outworkers at Botcheston who 

continue to make comfort blankets and syringe driver bags which are taken 

to the George Elliot Hospital.  Our thanks are due to all those who 

contribute their time and effort.   

Let’s hope that normal 

service will be resumed next 

year and you will be able to 

come and enjoy some 

delicious refreshments and 

see the stitchers at work.  

The money raised from the 

day usually pays for the cost 

of posting the garments.    

  



A Grand Day Out - Belton House 

Belton appears to be a 

perfect country house.  

Situated on a very 

slight rise between the 

River Witham and the 

High Dike and Ermine 

Street it has an 

impressive approach 

along a one-mile 

straight drive through 

the park from the Lion 

Gates. The house was 

built in 1685-6 using the inheritance of an Elizabethan lawyer. An older 

house was demolished and some of the stones re-used, as well as stone 

from another family property at Ringston.  The rest of the stone came from 

nearby quarries at Ancaster and Ketton.  Mistakenly attributed to Wren, the 

architect was William Winde, but the interior is very much in the style of 

Wren.  The house was designed in the Anglo-Dutch style, seen by many 

Royalists during their exile in the Netherlands.  The house was altered in 

the 18th century to keep up with neo-classical fashion, but the main features 

such as the cupola and balustrade were carefully restored in the 19th 

century.   

Belton has been in the ownership of the Brownlow family for 12 

generations.  Christopher Brownlow originated from Derbyshire but moved 

to Nottinghamshire. His son, John, moved to London where he lived in High 

Holborn, near the present Brownlow Street.  Richard Brownlow was a 

lawyer. He married Katherine, daughter of John Page of Harrow on the Hill 

and Wembley, who was connected by marriage to Sir Gilbert Gerard, 

Master of the Rolls.  This may have helped Richard to gain the position of 

Chief Prothonotary to the Court of Common Pleas.  He held this post for 47 

years from 1591.  He set himself up in a country house at Enfield.  Perhaps 

influenced by knowing that there were Brownlows in the Isle of Axeholm, 

Richard purchased properties in Lincolnshire, including Ringston Hall.  

About 1617 he bought the manor of Belton from the trustees of Sir Henry & 

Lady Pakenham.  This included the house, village and 600 acres of sheep 

 



pasture.  Although he rebuilt the tower of the church in 1638, he never lived 

at Belton, preferring to stay in Enfield, where he died that year, aged 85.  

His bowels were buried in Enfield church, but his body was taken to Belton.  

He had 4 daughters and 2 sons.  John, the elder, was left the bulk of his 

estates, including Belton and Ringston.  William received the London 

property and estates at Humby and Somerby.  John married Alice, 

daughter of Sir John Pulteney and William married Elizabeth, daughter and 

co-heiress of William Duncombe.  Both were made baronets in 1641.   

Sir John had no children and left Belton to his great-nephew, another Sir 

John Brownlow, and his wife Alice.  They purchased a new London home in 

fashionable Southampton Square and a few years later decided to 

demolish Belton and build a grand new country house.  Building began in 

1685 and was ready for them to move in by 1688 when Sir John was High 

Sheriff of Lincolnshire. He was also MP for Grantham.   

In 1695 King William III visited Belton.  

Sadly, in 1697 Sir John shot himself whilst 

at his uncle’s home in Dorset.  He had 5 

daughters, so the estate passed to his 

brother, William.  Alice continued to live at 

Belton even after William died and his son, 

another Sir John Brownlow, married her 

daughter Eleanor in 1712.  When Alice 

died in 1721 Eleanor and Sir John moved 

into Belton.  Sir John had divided his time 

between his London home in Arlington 

Street and a small country house in 

Somerset and had been spending beyond 

his means.  In 1718 he was granted an Irish peerage and became Viscount 

Tyrconnel and Baron Charleville.  In 1725 he became Lord Tyrconnel   He 

consolidated the Lincolnshire estates by buying back some of his sister in 

law’s land.  He was responsible for much work to the garden and built up a 

large collection of paintings, furniture and books.  Eleanor died in 1730 and 

Sir John married Elizabeth Cartwright in 1732, but he had no children.  

When he died in 1754 he was succeeded by his widowed sister and her 

heirs.   

The last of the Brownlows of Belton, Anne had married Sir Richard Cust of 

Pinchbeck and they had a large family.  Anne lived at Belton until 1766 

 



when she retired to Grantham House, near the church in Grantham, to 

make way for her son, Sir John Cust.  John had gained a fortune on his 

marriage to Ethelred Payne.  He went on to become Speaker of the House 

of Commons in 1761, until he died in 1770.  His son, Sir Brownlow Cust, 

was given a peerage in 1776.  He also married an heiress and was able to 

carry out the first major alterations to Belton House, under the direction of 

James Wyatt, and make improvements to the estate.  He also added to the 

collections. 

Lord Brownlow’s son, John, became the 1st Earl Brownlow in 1815.  He was 

twice widowed, but his third wife, Emma, survived him by 19 years.  She 

became Lady in Waiting to Queen Adelaide and had the Queen’s Bedroom 

at Belton furnished for her visit in 1844.  When the 1st Earl died in 1853, he 

was succeeded by his young grandson, because his son had predeceased 

him.   In 1849 he had inherited the vast Egerton estates of the Earl of 

Bridgewater and adopted the surname Egerton.  This included Ashridge 

Park, Hertfordshire, built in 1808 by James Wyatt, which was one of the 

largest private houses in England.  For the rest of the century it rivalled 

Belton as the principal seat of the Brownlows.  (The 3rd Earl had it 

completely redecorated, but in the 1920s it was sold and is now a 

management training college).  The 1st Earl’s son, John, married Lady 

Marian Compton, who went on to become a founder of the Royal School of 

Needlework.  Their first son died unmarried in 1867 aged 25 and was 

succeeded by his brother, Adelbert, the 3rd and last Earl. 

For the next 50 years Belton enjoyed a golden 

age. Adelbert and his wife, Adelaide Talbot, 

restored and redecorated the house.  They 

also recreated the formal gardens and the 

Dutch Garden.  Lord Brownlow was Lord 

Lieutenant of Lincolnshire and Paymaster 

General and Under Secretary of State for War.  

They had no children and, on his death in 

1921, the earldom became extinct.   The 

estates passed to his second cousin, Adelbert 

Salisbury Cockayne Cust.  Adelbert’s brother, 

Harry Cust, was MP for Stamford and later 

Bermondsey, and was editor of the Pall Mall 

Gazette. He was well known in Edwardian 

 



society, but died aged 58, four years before he would have inherited Belton.  

His nephew, Peregrine, became 6th Lord Brownlow.  He was a close friend 

of Edward VIII and Lord in Waiting during his brief reign.  The king stayed 

several times at Belton and was godfather to Peregrine’s son, Edward.    In 

the 1960s major repairs were carried out with a grant from the Historic 

Buildings Council; including re-slating the roof, replacing the leading and 

replacing timbers which had dry rot.   

After his father’s death in 1978, Edward extended the visitor facilities at 

Belton in the hope that he could keep the estate, but in 1983 he placed it on 

the market. He gave the house, garden and some of the contents to the 

National Trust.  The park and other contents were purchased with a grant 

from the National Heritage Memorial Fund.  A flat was set aside in the 

house for the use of the family.   

The layout of the house is symmetrical.  A large central hall on the south 

side is flanked by reception rooms which lead to passages on the east and 

west wings, ending in large pavilions and secondary staircases.  This 

pattern is repeated on the north side of the house and on both floors.  

Various alterations have been made over the centuries.  The 3rd Earl added 

the domestic wing, which links the house with the stable yard.   

It is hard to pick out a few 

items of interest in the house.  

There are some magnificent 

carvings in the style of 

Grinling Gibbons, particularly 

in the Marble Hall, Chapel 

and Saloon, although there is 

no proof that any were his 

work.   The most extravagant 

piece of furniture at Belton is 

a late 17th century Italian lapis 

lazuli cabinet, which is 

extremely rare.  The Tyrconnel Room was the State Bedroom until the late 

18th century and has an unusual painted floor which depicts the Belton 

greyhounds and Brownlow Arms 

Nothing remains of the original garden, although the plans and accounts 

survive.  In the mid-18th century, Lord Tyrconnel introduced several new 

 



structures; he created the Wilderness with 

its Cascade and picturesque ruins, and the 

Belmount Tower.  This was probably fitted 

out as an observatory, from which it was 

said that you could see 7 counties.  In the 

early 19th century the Orangery was built 

and the lion’s mask fountain was installed.  

Towards the end of the century, the 3rd Earl 

recreated part of the gardens – the Italian 

and Dutch gardens that we see today.  

There was also a kitchen garden, but this is 

across the main road and not owned by the 

National Trust.  At the centre of the garden 

is Lord Tyrconnel’s sundial and there are many sculptures, urns, vases and 

cisterns around the gardens which add to the interest.  Work to restore 

more features of the Italian Garden is ongoing. 

The church of St Peter & St Paul does not belong to the National Trust but 

is well worth a visit to see the Brownlow monuments.   

Belton House is often referred to as the perfect example of an English 

country house estate.  It is easy to access from Leicester and makes a 

Grand Day Out.   

 

 



Barns Charity Fields 

The Barns Charity fields will be known to those whose children have 

received grants towards further education, but may not be known to many 

of Desford’s newer residents.  

A local man, William Barns, died in 1729 and his will in the Leicester, 

Leicestershire & Rutland Records Office (LLRRO) shows that he left £100 

to be used for the benefit of poor and deserving children of the parish to 

help them become apprentices.  With this money land was bought in the 

parish and when Desford’s fields were enclosed in 1760 the Charity was 

allocated the three fields that it holds to this day.  

One of the indicators of the history 

of the land is the existence of very 

pronounced ridge and furrow 

produced by Medieval ploughing.  

This historical pattern is seen in the 

largest of the fields, on the sloping 

land.  This field is a remnant of the 

three open field system from the 

feudal ownership and was part of 

the ancient field called Butts Field 

on account of the villagers of Desford being obliged to practise their archery 

skills at this location.  Another of the fields was called Engel Carr.  The 

word carr means wet woodland and is today one of the two flood plain 

fields along the Rothley Brook. 

Although ploughed in the past, the land owned by the Barns Charity has 

been grassland for a long time.  In 1993 the land became part of the 

Stewardship Scheme run by Defra; in 2003 the two floristically rich fields 

were recognised as Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and 

were re-notified as a Local Wildlife Site in 2009. 

This is a good example of neutral grassland with a rich assemblage of 

grasses (over 24 species).  This type of unimproved grassland in the UK 

has declined by over 97% since the 1930s, so it is a very valuable site.  At 

the base of some of the hedges the flora includes Dog’s Mercury which 

indicates remnants of older woodland.  Two of the fields have a fine 

assemblage of wildflowers especially the large meadow.  Some of these 

flowers are now rare in Leicestershire, they include Pepper Saxifrage, Hairy 

 



Lady’s-mantle, Betony, Devil’s bit Scabious, Ragged Robin and Cowslips.  

The banks of the drainage ditch between the two flood plain fields have 

Common Valerian, Figwort and Meadowsweet.  The river which forms the 

northern boundary of the site is lined by mature Alder trees and Otters and 

Kingfisher have been recorded here.  Bullheads have been found in the 

river.  Buzzards and kestrels breed on the site. 

The fields are not open to the public except by appointment.  If any group 

or individuals wish to have a guided walk, in the Spring or Summer, please 

contact us via the website http://www.charityfieldsdesford.btck.co.uk/  

_____________________________________________ 

From the Highest Hurdle to the Greatest Triumph? 

A Three-part View of the Mystery of the Holy Trinity in the 

course of the growth and development of the Christian 

Church 

As this rather difficult year moves towards a close, it occurred to me that 

among the numerous dire predictions that we have had from all sorts of 

sources, we have not heard many very optimistic views. Hopefully, 

therefore, you might derive some encouragement, as Christians, in an 

examination of the immense difficulties that threatened the very survival of 

our Faith, for almost the first seven centuries of the Christian Era. I do this 

in the earnest hope that some of our present difficulties, while considerable, 

may pale a little in their significance, compared to what our forebears faced 

at times. Michael Tookey 

Part 1:  Prophecies, Hopes and Expectations: from 

Abraham’s time down to the Advent of Jesus of Nazareth 

I remember, as a young chorister, listening to many Evensong sermons, 

some rather long and tedious, some really quite fascinating; the sort of 

thing that we remember for a much longer time. I remember that an 

expression which made a lasting impression upon me was when various 

speakers spoke about the “Divine Mysteries” of Christian belief and 

teaching. We now see a clear tendency in modern sermons and addresses 

to avoid any mention of “Mystery”; whether this be accidental or intentional, 

I have no idea. If this omission comes about consciously, by a wish to avoid 

the earlier teaching or by accident, I cannot say. Nevertheless, it always 

http://www.charityfieldsdesford.btck.co.uk/


seemed to me to express an obvious truth about many matters of faith or 

belief: they are simply incapable of explanation on any factual or 

rationalising basis. 

Our teaching, from the New Testament was assembled together via a 

lengthy process of collecting various accounts, some handed down orally 

from a very small number of first-generation Christians who had personal 

memories of Christ during His lifetime. Mostly, the Gospel material that we 

read was assembled by later generations and then attributed to named 

apostles and evangelists, who were considered to be the likeliest sources 

of the accounts, from their own recollections. That is a very complex 

question and more suited to further consideration of the writings and 

commentators of the early Christian Era; I include a short footnote at the 

end of the third part, for a little more detail on those matters, for further 

information and attribution purposes. 

The obvious point about all this is that it would have been impossible to 

sustain our Christian faith for almost two millennia, without there still 

remaining a huge spectrum of unanswered and unanswerable questions, 

as would be the case with any other area of human consciousness and 

thought. The faith that binds us together has faced many periods of 

difficulty arising from conflicting views on the significance of these shrouded 

questions, but, probably, no greater challenges than those which 

threatened to overwhelm Christianity in its infancy: the deep, Divine 

Mysteries of The Holy Trinity. In these three parts, we shall explore the 

Church’s battle to overcome this question and to survive, relatively united, 

down to today as our great, universal faith. 

We all know the familiar words “In the name of The Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit…”, but how often do we think about what this unique Triune 

description really means?  We probably do not see much difficulty in this 

nowadays, because of our long familiarity with the Gospels and Liturgy of 

the Church. Nevertheless, we must never forget that the early followers and 

critics of Christ did not have such advantages; many could not, in any case, 

read. All turned on the spoken word and the authority of the Speaker, and it 

eventually took until the great Third Church Council of Constantinople, in 

681AD, for this question to be authoritatively answered, having rocked 

Christendom to its core several times along the way. 



Our starting point in this strange tale is to examine who were likely to have 

been the first generation of witnesses to Christ’s message and followers. 

They would have been mostly Galileans, many of them Gentiles, by their 

descent from Ishmael, Abraham’s older son by his wife, Sarah’s 

handmaiden, Hagar. They would have spoken a type of Palestinian 

language with a northern accent. The province of Galilee was then part of 

Roman-dominated Palestine, but it was not under direct Roman rule. It was 

immediately governed by the Tetrarch, King Herod Antipas, who was 

ultimately answerable to Rome (but only if the Emperor decided to step in, 

via his generals, in the case of civil unrest).  Galileans would have been 

quite heavily influenced by Roman and Helenic (Greek) social and cultural 

thinking at that time, as was much of the Middle East. Later, Jesus and his 

followers would move south into Judea, around Jerusalem, the home of a 

much more orthodox Jewish faith and practice. Here, the more predominant 

Jewish people had a very different accent, language and approach to 

religious practice to that in Jesus’s homeland in Galilee. Crucially, in this 

part of Judea, there was direct Roman Governor’s control, below which the 

highest Jewish civil authority was the Sanhedrin Council, headed by the 

Chief Priest of the Great Temple in Jerusalem. Effectively, this body and 

priest were immediately answerable to the Roman Governor of the 

Province, for any serious civil unrest, particularly of a religious nature. 

The news of a holy man, perhaps of a great prophet, would certainly have 

spread very quickly in the Palestine of those days, as indeed it had, from 

the very beginning of Christ’s ministry in Galilee. Jesus spoke with a unique 

authority and persuasion that was obvious to all who heard him and that 

fact, in itself, began to arouse much controversy about where such 

authority, knowledge and influence came from, in the first place. In the next 

Part, we shall pursue the likely effects of Jesus’ teaching on that very first 

generation of both the followers and the critics of this new, world-shaking 

Man. 

To be continued in Part 2 – The Greatest Challenge:  From 

Seeing to Believing. 

  



Published in 2016,The Road Back to 

You (an Enneagram Journey to 

Self-Discovery) was co-written by Ian 

Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile.  

The nine-pointed mathematical figure of 

the enneagram is used to represent an 

ancient theory of nine basic personality types with each type given a set 

point on the shape.  Both Cron and Stabile come from pastoral 

backgrounds and for them, the truths contained in the enneagram system 

provide a guide towards personal and ultimately, spiritual growth. 

Recommended to me by a best friend, who successfully identified my type, 

I found the personality descriptions in this book amazingly accurate.  Each 

of the types has very distinct features and is numbered as well as named.  

These include: 1 the perfectionist, 2 the helper, 3 the performer, 4 the 

romantic, 5 the investigator, 6 the loyalist, 7 the enthusiast, 8 the challenger 

and 9 the peacemaker.  Each type has their own perspective and 

motivations which govern their behaviour.  Each type has a mixture of 

positive and negative qualities and they are also connected to other types 

in several ways.  Adjacent numbers, or “triads” are linked predominantly 

with the common way experiences are perceived: gut (anger) or heart 

(feeling) or head (fear).  Each type has its own “deadly sin” which can result 

in persistent unhelpful and self-defeating behaviours.  In addition, each type 

can have elements of its neighbouring types or “wings” and, when either 

stressed or relaxed, can be linked with two other opposite numbers in the 

enneagram in a triangular formation. 

Although initially this can seem a unusually mathematical and complicated 

system, Cron and Stabile have taken a contemporary approach making it 

simple and accessible.  Their very readable text, which is full of anecdotes, 

relevant quotes and humour, has made the enneagram meaningful for our 

lives today.  They have shown how the individual’s level of development 

within each type can be average, healthy or unhealthy and how recognition 

of this will help us to grow in a positive way.  Perhaps in this time of social 

restrictions with fewer of the distractions of normal life, a little self-reflection 

might be a good thing and enable more of us to become our true and “best 

selves".  

 Kathy Hamilton 

 



  



 


