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WORSHIP AT ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH 

  

Services for January  
following government guidelines for social distancing 
Sunday 3rd   

11:15am Holy Communion  
Numbers 9: 1-14 

Sunday 10th  
11:15am All Age Service  

Numbers 9: 15-23 
Sunday 17th  

11:15am Holy Communion  
Numbers 11: 4-23 

Sunday 24th   
11:15am Encounter 

   Numbers 12: 1-16  
Sunday 31st  

11:15am Morning Service  
   Numbers 13: 25 - 14:10a 
    
Weekly online services continue every Sunday 

Bi-weekly Kids online service  

All of these are on our YouTube page ‘St. Martin's & St. 

Bartholomew's Video Channel’ 

Tuesdays at 8am  

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 

Streets for Prayer: Chapel Lane, Essex Close, Rowan Way, 

Lockeymead Drive, Desford Primary School  



Gareth writes 

‘O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive 

Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son 

of God appear.’   

So begins one of our best loved Christmas carols, 

a carol that we can trace back to around the 8th or 

9th century.  It’s a lovely song that builds towards 

it’s chorus of “Rejoice, Rejoice!  Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”  The 

name Emmanuel means something like ‘God is 

with us’.   And so this song is not just hoping for 

anything to make the situation better, but rather it is a song of hope, a song 

of anticipation, a passioned desire to know the nearness of none other than 

God himself. 

You may not recall but in the Bible, in the book of Isaiah (chapter 7), God 

makes a promise to the people as follows...  ‘Therefore, the Lord himself 

will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will 

call him Immanuel’ (Isaiah 7:14).  Whilst the dates are not certain, it is 

estimated that this was written down in around 739-701BC.  That means 

that this promise was made around 700 years before Jesus was born, 

before it was fulfilled.  That’s a lot of waiting!  And during that period Israel, 

the folks who received this promise, went through some really difficult 

times. 

Perhaps you feel like you’ve been waiting for a long time for a vaccine to 

arrive, or for covid-19 to dissipate. I know it feels like a long time to me.  Or 

perhaps there are other things going on in your life that are just 

overpowering meaning that change seems distant.  As a society we can 

also yearn for change.  The Jamaican reggae group The Melodians wrote 

the song Rivers of Babylon, which goes like this… ‘By the rivers of Babylon, 

there we sat down, yeah, we wept, when we remembered Zion’.  It’s a song 

of lament crying out against societal injustice and yearning, praying for 

release.  Something I’m sure a good few people in our society could echo. 

Ultimately the Christian hope is summed up in the words of Christ… ‘For as 

the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be 

the coming of the Son of Man.’ (Matthew 24:27).  It gives a picture of the 

light rising and penetrating the darkness, bringing a new dawn, a new day, 

 



new life, to all of creation, all with the coming of Emmanuel.  And so, I 

encourage you to make this your song, your prayer even, “come 

Emmanuel, God draw near to us, pour out your light and life.  Amen.” 

Gareth Hutchinson 

 

Editors Notepad 

• By the time you read this, we will be thinking about taking 

down our Christmas decorations on Twelfth Night.  Thank 

you to everyone who put up lights and decorations in their 

front gardens for everyone to enjoy   

• Christmas was different for many of us, but we hope that you 

managed to follow the online services if you were unable to 

attend one of the socially distanced services in church. 

• Online services will continue to be an option for the time 

being 

• A short online service for children is also available once a 

fortnight   

• We have an online prayer meeting on Monday evenings for 

half an hour and a 5 minute video on Wednesday evenings   

• If you would like the link to any of these, please contact 

Revd Gareth Hutchinson, whose details appear on the inside 

cover or look on our website www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk 

• A Happy New Year from all at St Martin’s  

 

http://www.stmartinsdesford.org.uk/


Parish Points 
• During December you may have noticed some activity in the 

Strict Baptist Graveyard.  This area is owned by the Parish 

Council, but over the past couple of years a group of 

volunteers have been making various improvements.  Some 

fruit trees, roses, bulbs and other flowers were planted and 2 

extra seats provided.  This summer we cleared some of the 

ivy so that the gravestones could be read more easily.  In 

December an area of wildflower turf was laid, with bulbs 

underneath, so we hope that these will provide a lovely 

display next spring and summer.  The improvements have 

all been paid for with money raised at Open Gardens in 

2019, but next year the Parish Council will be paying to have 

the access improved.  The 2 deep steps and muddy slope 

will be replaced by a path with shallow steps, which will 

enable more people to enjoy sitting in this lovely spot in the 

better weather.  Next year we will also have a blue plaque, 

installed by Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council, to mark 

the fact that William Gadsby preached in the chapel on this 

site over 200 years ago.  Eventually there will also be an 

information board here as part of Desford Heritage Trail 

• The application by Davidsons to build a new housing estate 

at the end of Kirkby Road was turned down by Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough Council in December.  Unfortunately, the 

developers have already indicated that they will appeal 

against this decision, so the final decision will be made some 

time next year by an independent inspector representing the 

Secretary of State.  The Parish Council will do their best to 

continue the fight against this 

• The application by Poundstretcher to increase the hours that 

lorries can enter and leave their site was turned down and 

they too are appealing against the decision.  The appeal will 

begin on 5th January and the residents of Botcheston and 



Newtown Unthank in particular will anxiously await the 

outcome  

• The best way to keep up to date with planning applications is 

to look on the Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council website 

www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk  

• If you want to know more about the Neighbourhood Plan, 

you can read the documents on the Parish Council website 

www.desfordparishcouncil.co.uk 

A paper copy will be available to read in the library    

• The library is now open 3 times a week on Saturdays 10 -12; 

Mondays 2-4 and Thursdays 10 -12.  We hope that some of 

you enjoyed the robin craft kits that were available before 

Christmas.  These were provided by the Community Houses 

of Barwell & Earl Shilton and we hope to have further kits in 

the New Year, so keep a look out when you visit the library 

• The next meeting of the Parish Council is Wednesday 20th 

January by zoom and there is the opportunity to raise issues 

at Parishioners Participation 

• If you have any questions, please contact 

clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk or 822399.  The Clerk and 

Admin Assistant are usually in the office (in Desford Library) 

on Tuesdays & Thursdays, but messages can be left at any 

time 

 

The bishop was introduced to the meeting in such 

glowing terms that he began his speech by saying, “I 

feel I should begin by saying two prayers – one for the 

chairman who has told so many lies, and the other for 

myself who has so much enjoyed hearing them.” 
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FAITH FOR DAILY LIVING 

JOY AND GLADNESS 

“He has sent me ... to give to those who mourn in Zion joy and 

gladness instead of grief”.                              Isa 61:2, 3 GNB 
 

The world is full of suffering and sadness. People are murdered - 

often with no apparent reason. Others are smashed to bits in road 

accidents. Diseases claim myriad lives. Wars and uprisings lay 

thousands low. (One writer estimated the death toll in the Second 

World War to have been sixty million lives). And there is sadness 

through messed-up relationships, failure in business, deteriorating 

economic circumstances, unemployment, alcoholism and drug 

addiction. 

The prophet Isaiah was called by God to go into the monumental 

mess that was Jerusalem in the sixth century B.C. and there to 

minister, in love, “joy and gladness” to those people devastated in 

whatever way. 

It is relatively easy to “rejoice with those who rejoice”, and to 

celebrate with those who are riding the crest of the wave. It is 

much harder to lift up those who are down, restore those who are 

broken, give hope to those who plunge the depths of despair, and 

to tend those who wrestle with sickness in any of its many forms. 

Much of what Isaiah wrote was picked up by Jesus in his day. 

Jesus was brought up on the Old Testament and knew this 

passage well. He even preached on it in the synagogue at 

Nazareth. Part of his mission was to bring joy and gladness. It is 

always the role of Christian believers. In a world of sorrow, 

sadness and suffering, to turn mourning and sadness into joy and 

gladness by getting people to look to Jesus and find life, peace, 

and wholeness in him who was once called “the man of sorrows”. 

PRAYER THOUGHT 

Lord, help me to replace sorrow with gladness. 



Faith for Daily Living’ is a booklet which is published every second 

month and contains a daily reading such as this for each day over 

the period. The daily readings have provided inspiration and 

comfort to many over the years and the booklet is sent free of 

charge to anyone requesting a copy.  

For your free copy, contact Ewan, on O1455 824673, leaving a 

voicemail message if there is no response and we will see to it 

that your name is added to the mailing list. 

These readings are also available as daily emails at: 

 https://faithfordailyliving.org/email-application 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Spotlight on Shops 

Would you recognise this as the present Co op on High Street?  

Older readers may remember John 

Weston, who moved to Groby many 

years ago, but is still a member of 

Desford & District Local History Society 

and, I’m sure he won’t mind me saying, 

is well past his 90th birthday. (His 

daughter, Alison, sings in the church 

choir).  John’s memories go back to 

when his father ran a shop from the 

bakehouse in the yard behind the High 

Street premises.  There was also a 

butcher’s shop here, run by Mr Jordan.  

Mr Jordan lived in what is now the shop, 

with a housekeeper called Lil.  John lived with his parents in the side which 

is now Principals.  He was born here.  When John was 5, Mr Jordan died 

and John’s father bought his house and converted the front room to a shop.  

After his parents died, John enlarged the shop area.  When they had their 

house built on Manor Road in 1954, the bakehouse and old butcher’s shop 

were demolished.   

 



The first mention of Joseph Weston’s 

business is in Kelly’s Directory of 

1922, when he was described as a 

fruiterer.  It is not until 1941 that the 

name Westons Stores appears.  The 

phone number was Desford 258 and I 

expect that this was regarded by 

some as a new-fangled contraption.  

During John’s ownership, the shop 

became affiliated to the Mace 

supermarket chain and some of us still 

say that we are just popping to “the Mace” 

for some milk/a loaf or whatever, even 

though it has been the Co op for quite a 

long time now.  With 2 Co ops in the 

village, that seems a good way of 

indicating where you are going.  Although 

there are the large superstores a car’s 

drive away, you cannot beat walking to the local shop, which is probably 

why they are sometimes known as convenience stores.  This has been 

especially true during our lockdown year, so thank you to all the staff and 

delivery men who have kept them going. 

If any readers can add any information – or different photographs, please 

get in touch with the Editors.  Which other shops do you remember?  

 

An old lady fainted during the Eucharist.   They carried her into 

the porch where she quickly revived. She was full of apologies.  

“I am so very sorry,” she said, “but I always feel faint when we 

have incest in the service.” 

 

 

 

 



DESFORD  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

“Tomorrow’s History being made Today?” 

5 years ago, Desford Parish Council called for volunteers to prepare a 

Neighbourhood Plan to send to Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council so 

they could arrange a Referendum for parishioners to decide if it was what 

they wanted to guide the Town Planning future of the parish. Finally, we 

have got there! The final version as modified by an Independent Examiner 

and eventually agreed by the parish and the borough council is on both 

Councils’ websites: all the detailed supporting appendices etc. are on the 

parish website.  

This “Referendum Version” is for us all to adopt or reject! But, because of 

COVID regulations, we cannot even think about a referendum date before 

May 2021.  

So what is DPC asking us all to accept as an important and significant 

guide to planning and improving the parish in the interim, and which they 

hope you will adopt permanently by voting “YES” in the eventual 

referendum? 

Let’s start with Housing development: this is probably the big area of 

concern and controversy for most parishioners, but there is a lot more good 

stuff in the plan, which I will come to later. Generally, on housing, the 

Borough planning department was being pressured by the government to 

get as much housing as possible built, regardless of the Borough’s Local 

Plan which required no new development in Desford before 2026, when a 

new local plan should be in force. That pressure was passed down to DPC. 

who suggested the Barns Way development.  HBBC Planners wanted to 

approve the Peckleton Lane (land to the East) development, but, thanks to 

our 3 ward councillors, the application was refused. Sadly, with little 

positive help from HBBC planners, DPC’s case was rather brusquely 

dismissed on appeal. (Just an observation: despite all the claims of urgent 

need at the inquiry, nothing at all has happened on-site at Peckleton Lane!) 

Borough Planners made it pretty clear they were going to approve the 

Davidsons and Jelsons proposals to the west of the village, but DPC fought 

on and the Independent Examiner of the Neighbourhood Plan agreed to the 

extent that those 2 sites must wait and be considered during the borough 

wide Local Plan review. This gives the parish a chance to argue for a fair 



distribution of housing throughout the borough and not a continuation of the 

“Dump it on Desford” strategy to get HBBC planners out of a hole on their 

5-year land supply numbers. 

Otherwise, there are provisions to get high quality sustainable development 

with designs compatible with their surroundings and to secure affordable 

housing. 

The environment, open spaces and amenities in the parish are protected 

and there are ideas to improve them. Matters such as renewable energy 

are considered as is the future traffic through and in the village: this last 

seems pretty intractable and DPC believes should be a real constraint on 

future village expansion: we all need to support DPC when this comes up in 

the Borough plan review. I will give more detail on the other sections of the 

plan in future newsletters. 

Overall, though, I believe that the big message at this stage is: if we want to 

stop “Dump it on Desford” we all need to vote “YES” when we get a 

referendum and support DPC when the new borough Local Plan is up for 

review: the fight to make our own future history starts now! 

 

 

SAVE THE CHILDREN 

Dear Friends 

Thank you to all of you for supporting Save the Children so 

generously. £300 worth of Christmas cards were sold.  As well 

as this Pam sold clothing and jewellery and many people gave 

generous donations so that a further £500 was raised... a total 

of £800 in all. 

Your generosity and support will be a great help to lives of the 

children and young people which Save the Children works to 

help in this country and around the world. 

Thank you and very best wishes for the New Year ahead 

Liz Thorpe 

 



 

 
BOSWORTH FOOTCARE 

 

Your Local Foot Care Health Professional 
Joanne Taylor M.C.F.H.P., M.H.F.H.P 

 
Home Visiting Service 

For the treatment of corns, callouses, nail and general foot 
problems 

 
2 Westhaven Court, Market Bosworth 

Nuneaton, Warks, CV13 0PR 
Tel : 01455 292302 

 

 

 

  

 
Top Qualified Stylist & Barber, 

 

Regularly taking refreshers in the latest hair designs. 

Affordable Prices for regular cuts or Bridal 
packages, All in the own comfort of your 
own home! 

Please call or email to book an 
appointment Tel: 07758259240 

Email: Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com 

mailto:Sharonsstyles@btinternet.com


From the Highest Hurdle to the Greatest Triumph? 

A Three-part View of the Mystery of the Holy Trinity in the 

course of the growth and development of the Christian 

Church 

Part 2 : The Greatest Challenge:  From Seeing to Believing. 

To understand the growing controversies of the Christian faith, it is 

necessary to understand the thinking and beliefs that would have 

surrounded Jesus and his followers in the troubled world of first 

century Palestine. Almost all of the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, would have been raised in the belief that they, alone, were the 

chosen people of God. Their troubled history of   bondage in foreign 

lands, and their repeated return to the land promised to Abraham, 

were the living proof of their faith and beliefs. There was one central 

imperative to this great Jewish belief, grounded in the great 

Commandment to Moses, that Israel, God’s chosen people, should have 

no other God or object of worship than He, the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob.  The well-known Jewish prayer expression, “The Lord Our 

God Is  One…”, sums up their belief well. It also gives an early inkling of 

the problems that arise for any faith that would be based upon the 

Divinity of a God, who manifested Himself in a Trinitarian form, 

particularly in a human form.  

The Jewish people also knew of the great prophets of their own race, 

from the time of the patriarchs, through Moses, right up to recent 

centuries. These human messengers, who had revealed God’s words 

and laws to his chosen people, were revered in all aspects of Jewish life. 

In their prophecies (now our Old Testament}, the Jewish people were 

also very conscious of the repeated promise of a human messenger, still 

to come to them. This redeemer, or Messiah, would come in a time of 

real danger to God’s people, to redeem their sins and to bring in God’s 

rule Kingdom over the whole world. Many, many Jews believed 

fervently that the time of this redeemer was close at hand at the time 



of Christ’s birth, simply because the oppressive presence of Roman 

occupation of their land. There was also (possibly) a strange prediction, 

in the later prophet Micah’s words, of a ruler in Israel, who would be 

born in “Bethlehem of Ephratha”, out of the house of King David. This 

royal lineage might arguably have applied to both Mary, Jesus’ mother, 

but also to His legal father, Joseph. The point is slightly obscured by the 

fact that Matthew 1: 1-17 shows the descent through Joseph from King 

David. Luke, however, at 3: 23-24 also shows a royal, Davidic descent 

through Mary. Whatever we say of those heady days, there is no doubt 

from historic commentators of that period, such as Josephus, a Jewish 

historian writing later in the first century, as well as Roman writers, that 

religious expectation and excitement was at a dangerous fever pitch in 

the Holy Land, throughout Jesus’ lifetime. 

Whatever the view that we take these days, from our versions of the 

Gospels, it is very clear that that the teaching and message of Jesus, 

given by Him to all who heard Him, would explode across the Palestine 

of His time (and soon much of the wider world) in a way that could not 

fail to shake families, races, nations and empires to their core. There is 

no need, at this point, to recount the Gospel story of Jesus’ lifetime 

upon earth, but, in Parts 2 & 3 we shall examine the lengthy period 

from Christ’s death onwards, a period of struggle, conflict and difficulty, 

that handed us the great Creed and Christian belief that we hold to this 

day. 

 

To be continued - Part 3 : Through Argument into Light  :  

The Victory of Faith over Adversity. 
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Cookery corner takes a look at January 
 
Sitting here writing for the January magazine I wonder will we have had the 

“normal” mayhem of Christmas or will it have been one of isolation and 

solitude up and down the country. A mixture of Covid-19 uncertainty and 

miserable weather makes the future look bleak. Many of us will be facing 

what seems to be an endless time until next payday and sadly many 

wondering when they will have another. At both ends of the month there 

seems to be an excuse to celebrate. Looking towards the end of the month 

there will inevitably be celebrations for Rabbie Burns. The evening 

celebrations will see the traditional Haggis paraded, the poem “Address to 

a Haggis” read out and then the Haggis devoured, accompanied by neeps 

and tatties and no doubt by a nip of Scotch whisky and followed by some 

cranachan. The tradition of Burns Night dates back to the start of the 19th 

century, shortly after his death in 1796. 

At the beginning of the month we have New Year celebrations, and after 

2020 there will be many praying that 2021 has more to offer than 2020. Let 

us hope that the Covid-19 virus is brought completely under control and 

that we do not see the deaths we have. More significantly in the Church’s 

calendar at the start of the month we have Epiphany, the twelfth day of 

Christmas. 

Here in the UK the celebrations of Christmas revolve around December 

25th and while this day is seen as the centre of the religious festival, 

Epiphany features strongly in many European countries. This is the day 

when the Three Kings arrived bringing the gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh and so it is the day when presents are given. The day is often 

celebrated with a “kings’ cake” which take on many guises depending on 

where you are. Last year in the Craft Group we looked to France for the 

inspiration and served “Galette 

des Rois”, missing the ceramic 

treasure usually found in cakes 

baked in the French homes so we 

didn’t cause injury as one of the 

members bit into the cake. 

This year we have moved a little 

further south and we take a look 

at the Roscón de Reyes of Spain. 



Like France these cakes will be seen decorating the windows of shops and 

will be piled high in supermarkets for several weeks before the festival 

arrives. Since they are not widely available outside Spanish speaking 

countries, it is time to dust off the baking skills learnt during the weeks of 

the summer lockdowns and try something new. The shape represents a 

jewelled crown 

 
Roscón de Reyes 

Ingredients 

 

500g sifted, plain flour 75g sugar 

½ teaspoon salt Zest from 1 large orange 

25g dry yeast 2 large eggs 

90ml lukewarm milk 1 tablespoon rum or brandy 

90ml lukewarm water 1 egg white 

90g butter 150 g assorted candied fruit 

chopped randomly 

Instructions 

1. Sift the flour and salt into a large mixing bowl, and make a well in 

the middle. 

2. In a smaller bowl, dissolve the yeast into the lukewarm milk and 

water. Once the yeast is completely dissolved, pour the mixture into the 

well of the flour. 

3. Mix well to create a thick batter, cover with a kitchen towel. Leave 

the bowl in a warm place for around 15 minutes after which the batter will 

be soft and spongy. 

4. Meanwhile, in another medium mixing bowl, use an electric beater 

to combine the butter and sugar until creamy.  

5. Add the eggs, brandy, orange rind, and a splash of water to it. Mix 

well, until the dough is elastic and a bit sticky. 

6. Add the butter and sugar mixture to the dough and mix until 

smooth.  



7. Shape the dough into a ball and cover in oiled plastic wrap. 

Keeping it in the large mixing bowl, cover it with a damp cloth and leave in 

a warm place until it doubles in size. This can take anywhere between 1 to 

2 hours.  

8. While the dough rises, grease a large baking sheet for later use. 

9. Once the dough has doubled in size, remove the plastic wrap. 

Knock back the dough and place it on a lightly floured surface. 

10. Knead the dough for two or three minutes, and then roll it into a 

large rectangle; roughly 60cm x15cm 

11. Roll the dough from the long edge to create a sausage shape. Bring 

the ends together to create the doughnut then place on an oiled baking 

sheet.  

12. Cover the dough once more with plastic wrap and leave in a warm 

place for roughly one hour to again double in size. 

13. Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°Cfan, gas mark 4. 

14. Once the dough has risen, lightly beat the remaining egg white and 

brush it across the top. Cover the cake in the assorted dried fruits, pushing 

gently so they do not fall off of the cake while it is baking. 

15. Bake for 30 minutes or until golden. Cool on the rack before 

serving. 

The cake is eaten cold and can be cut in two and sandwiched together 

using whipped cream.  

Note: The Spanish tradition is to have a small ceramic figure of Jesus, the 

lucky person finding it if they don’t break their teeth, was named King for 

the day. If you wish to do something similar then insert the token at stage 

12 

 



The Church Mouse 

Hello Everyone, 

 A New Year is upon us! I hope you had a 

wonderful Christmas and that the New Year is 

kind to you. I can honestly say that I just do not 

know what awaits us. At this point in time we 

have no idea whether the Prime Minister will get 

his deal with Europe or whether the vaccination 

programme will work or not. 

Christmas, as I write, has as many questions. We are in a level 3 

shutdown. The shops are open, but dare our older members go shopping. 

All the plans have changed so often. There hasn‘t been a Christmas Tree 

Festival this year, but something needed to be done. Pat came to the 

rescue as usual. She and a very small team of helpers set to work. The 

church has been transformed. Not the usual forty or so trees, but the holly 

and the ivy make quite a splash with the sparkling lights, made in China. In 

fact the village is looking more and more festive, with lights up all over the 

place. It is a very real Christmas feeling and we mice are happily inspecting 

everything. 

 It is going to be a very family orientated Christmas for us mice and most 

people too. 

We will be thinking of the lonely and recently bereaved. 

I had a letter from my cousin Johnnie last month. He was so looking 

forward to Advent and Christmas. Gareth was able to light two candles on 

the Advent wreath this morning and everyone obeyed the no mingling rule. 

The Christingle service was moved to YouTube; Carols took place outside 

on the Church Green and we hope that by the time you read this, we will 

have had Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services indoors at social 

distances.      

 We mice are rather hoping that the Lord sees fit to send snow for 

Christmas. Would it not be fun to wake up to six inches of soft powder 

snow. Just imagine what fun the children could have. It would be 

remembered for generations, but for a good reason. I am sure we will all 

remember 2020, for Covid 19.  A White Christmas would be wonderful. 

 Come what may, a new year lies ahead and we must move forward with 

hope and confidence that God knows best and only he knows what the 

future has in store for us. 

  

 



 May we take the changes in our lives graciously and be strong in adversity 

and pray with hope in our hearts. Make the very best of the gift of another 

year. 

I wish you a very Happy New Year. 

Take care…..Minnie. 
 

Dear Minnie, 

I don’t know about you but I have been amazed at 

the different Advent Calendars there were this last 

year. Most of them were filled with a chocolate for 

each day, so well packed that I am sure some people 

had problems getting them out. 

How do I know this? Well I discovered on my 

wanderings where Old Pete lives and, being small, I 

managed to wiggle my way in through one of the cellars. I hope he never 

finds out! 

He certainly had some interesting calendars. I’m sure he didn’t buy any of 

them. One of them was a small book of a Mr. Man or Little Miss for each 

day of Advent. Another had pieces of jigsaw and when eventually made up 

it was a Christmas scene. 

The final one was more traditional, when you opened the appropriate 

window on one side it had a part of the Christmas story for each day and 

when you had the chocolate underneath where it had been was a flag of a 

country and ‘A Merry Christmas’ in the language of that country and the 

name of it. 

I hope you had some interesting calendars. 

Oh! And by the way I noticed a Christmas card with two mice on it. 

I wonder why. 

Love to you and all the family. 

Johnnie. 

No, I didn’t take a chocolate. I didn’t want him to know I’d been there. 

Minnie and Johnnie would like to thank the person  who 

kindly put the lovely mouse on the organ. It is very kind of 

you to think of us. 

 



 

  



Bosworth Academy 3G Artificial Pitch  

Bosworth Academy and Desford Football Club have been working in 

partnership with the Football Foundation and Leicestershire & Rutland 

County Football Association to put a full size third generation floodlit 

artificial grass pitch on the bottom field at Bosworth Academy.  

This state-of-the-art 3G football pitch will provide a much-needed football 

training and match venue for both the school and clubs within the local area 

and will not only be used by the Academy but will also have significant 

community use throughout the week and at weekends.  The total cost of 

the pitch is over £800,000 and this money is being raised via grant 

applications, Bosworth Academy, Desford Football Club and fundraising 

events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Bosworth Academy are aiming to raise £5000 towards this 

total although, due to covid 19, our fundraising activities are limited, 

therefore we hope to raise as much as we can through events at the school 

and through our JustGiving fundraising page. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bosworthacademy 

The Friends of Bosworth Academy are a group fundraising for the benefit of 

the students of Bosworth Academy and would be grateful for your support. 
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A Grand Day Out - Sheffield 

We spent a very interesting day 

visiting 2 of the 3 sites looked after 

by Sheffield Industrial Museums 

Trust.  First stop was Abbeydale 

Industrial Hamlet.  This was once 

the largest water-powered 

industrial site on the River Sheaf.  

Scythes and other edge tools 

were made here from 1697 to 

1933.  Almost all the processes were carried out on the site, from making 

the steel through to grinding the blades.   

The site consists of a group of Grade I and II* 

listed buildings which form a Scheduled Ancient 

Monument.   One of the 4 waterwheels survives, 

fed by water from the dam (pond) rather than the 

goit or mill race. The steam engine, built by Davy 

Bros of Sheffield, was installed in 1855 as an 

additional source of power. In the various 

workshops the different stages are explained, 

including a working forge.   

Here you can see the last surviving complete crucible furnace in the UK.  

The ingredients for steel were melted in crucible pots then poured into an 

ingot mould.   The pots were made on site by skilled men who trod the clay 

with bare feet to expel air from the clay.  The crucible steel furnace was 

invented by Benjamin Huntsman in 1742.  He was born about 1704 in 

Lincolnshire; apprenticed to a clockmaker at the age of 14 and by 1725 had 

set up his own clock making business in Doncaster.  He wanted to create a 

better quality steel than blister steel, to use for clock parts.  In 1742 he 

moved to the village of Handsworth near Sheffield.  The longcase clock 

made by Huntsman can be seen at Kelham Island Museum.  This was the 

first ever object to contain crucible cast steel. 

At Abbeydale two types of scythe were made.  Crown scythes were forge 

welded by heating a piece of crucible steel between layers of wrought iron, 

then hammering them together under tilt hammers.  At the entrance to the 

site are some tilt hammers from the early 1800s which were used at William 

 

 



Jessop’s works in Sheffield.   Patent Riveted scythes were produced by 

stamping out a steel blade, making a separate iron back and riveting them 

together.  Blacksmiths would have finished the crown scythes by hand and 

made backs for the patent riveted scythes.  In the boring shop, fitters would 

drill the blades for the patent riveted scythes.  The blades were passed to 

grinders who created sharp edges on a grindstone.  (A steam engine 

provided back-up power in the grinding “hull”).  The finished blades were 

painted with blacking to prevent rust, then wrapped in straw rope.  

Abbeydale was not just a 

steelworks.  We saw a typical 

worker’s cottage, the manager’s 

house and garden, the counting 

house, stables and coach house.  

In 1933 Tyzack Sons & Turner, 

who had occupied the works 

since 1849, ceased production 

here and concentrated on their 

Little London Works further down 

the river.  During WW2 the crucible furnace was relit to produce high quality 

steel for the war effort.  The site was 

purchased in 1935 by the Alderman JG 

Graves Trust and donated to the city.  It 

opened as a museum in 1970.  In the last 2 

years Abbeydale has benefitted from a 

restoration project funded by the Heritage 

Lottery.  A new visitor centre, education 

room and an introductory exhibition have all 

enhanced the experience for visiting 

schoolchildren as well as the general public.   

When we were there, a group of children, 

who had come dressed for the period, were 

busy doing the washing with dolly tub and 

mangle.  

As we visited on a weekday, we were unable to see the Shepherd Wheel 

workshop.  This is in the Porter Brook valley and has a waterwheel, dam 

and 2 hulls (workshops) for grinding cutlery.  It dates back to the 16th 

century, ceased to be used about 1930 and was bought by Sheffield City 

 

 



Council when they purchased Whiteley Woods to make into a public park.  

It opened as a museum from 1962 -1997 then passed to the Trust, who 

secured a Heritage Lottery grant to restore the site.  It reopened in 2012.   

Like Abbeydale, it is a Grade II listed building and Scheduled Ancient 

Monument.  During the heyday of water-powered sites in the 17th and 18th 

centuries, Sheffield’s rivers supported over 160 mills.  They were gradually 

eclipsed by steam engines and the arrival of railways which moved sites 

away from the rivers and rural settings into the town. 

Around 1180 when a goit was cut through to 

carry water from the River Don to the Town 

Corn Mill, it created an island in Sheffield.  In 

1637 the town armourer, Kellam Homer, set 

up a grinding workshop and waterwheel 

here.  In the 19th century all kinds of 

manufacturers, including an Iron Foundry, 

occupied the island.  In the 1890s the city council bought the site, 

demolished the foundry and built an electricity generating station to provide 

power for the new tram system.  This remained in operation until the 1930s.  

Kelham Island Museum opened in 1982, housed in a derelict building which 

has since been refurbished with Heritage Lottery money.  It tells the story of 

how steelmaking developed in Sheffield and had an impact on the world.  It 

complemented the story that we heard at Abbeydale.   

Outside the museum is one of only 3 

remaining Bessemer Converters in the 

world.  The Bessemer process of 

converting iron into steel was invented 

and patented by Henry Bessemer (born 

in 1813 in Charlton, Herts) in 1856.  In 

1858 he moved to Sheffield and licensed 

his method to 2 steelmakers: John Brown 

and George Cammell.  This invention 

marked the beginning of mass steel 

production as huge amounts could be produced in a relatively short time 

compared to crucible steel production.   

Perhaps the most impressive single item in the museum is the River Don 

Engine.  This was built by Davy Brothers of Sheffield in 1905 to drive 

Charles Cammell’s armour plate rolling mill at his Grimesthorpe Works. 

 

 



(Cammell supplied the 

shipbuilding industry).  This 

huge 12 000hp engine was 

one of 4, all built for the same 

purpose: one went to John 

Brown’s Atlas Works, one was 

sold to the Japanese 

government and the 

destination of the last one is 

unknown.  The Don Engine is 

the most powerful working 

steam engine remaining in 

Europe.   

Another local invention was the Bramah Press.  Joseph Bramah was born 

near Barnsley in 1749 and apprenticed to a village carpenter for 7 years.  

He moved to London and set up his own business.  He invented the 

hydraulic press and it was patented in 1795.  From 1806-1874 it was used 

for keeping paper flat in the Tower of London.  From 1874-94 it was used 

for pressing maps at Woolwich Arsenal.  Next it went to the Ordnance 

Survey at Leatherhead, then to Chessington when they were evacuated 

during WW2.  It ceased to be used in 1966 and is now in the museum. 

Completely different, is Little Mesters Street.  Little Mesters were craftsmen 

who worked in small workshops or their own houses.  They would 

specialise in particular products such as razors, penknives or surgical 

instruments.  Only a handful of these skilled men remain in Sheffield and 

two of them – Stan Shaw and Pete Goss - still use the workshops in the 

museum on certain days..   

Equally interesting is the Hawley Gallery 

which contains over 100 000 objects 

collected by local man, Ken Hawley, who 

began collecting in the late 1950s whilst 

working in Rotherham.  This internationally 

important collection includes edge tools, 

measuring tools and tools used for the 

manufacture of cutlery and silversmithing.   

They were collected mostly from Sheffield 

and Yorkshire, but also from other parts of Britain and the world.  When we 

 

 



visited, there was a temporary exhibition entitled A Nicker Pecker Story.  It 

highlighted the skilled work of Sheffield file cutters.  It is said that hand file 

cutters hit the chisel up to 46 000 times every day.  Can you imagine a 

room full of file cutters!  File cutters were called “nicker peckers” which was 

the local name for a woodpecker.   

Another display which caught my 

imagination was about the Buffer Lasses.  

These were girls who polished cutlery and 

other steel items.  It was very hard and 

dirty work and the girls became identified 

by their clothing: a sack cloth apron, red 

neckerchief and head scarf and clogs on 

their feet.   

Don’t miss the Grand Slam Bomb.  This 

was designed by Barnes Wallis and made 

here in Sheffield by Vickers & Co at their 

River Don works.   

Upstairs in the museum is a transport gallery with Sheffield made vehicles 

and also the National Fairground Archive.  The Harry Brearley Room is 

used for temporary exhibitions and when we visited there was information 

about war work in WW1.   

Harry Brearley (1871-1948) was the inventor 

of stainless steel.  Born in Sheffield, the son 

of a steelworker, he left school at the age of 

12 to work in his father’s steelworks; first as 

a labourer and later as assistant in the 

chemical laboratory.  He studied at evening 

classes.  In 1908 two of Sheffield’s leading 

steelmaking companies financed a research 

laboratory – Brown Firth Laboratories.  Brearley led the project and 

produced the first stainless steel in 1913.  Research was hampered during 

the war.  In 1915 he left the Brown Firth Lab following a disagreement 

about patent rights.  He moved to Brown Bayley’s Steel Works, where he 

became director in 1925.  A nice human touch, dotted around the museum, 

were the characters from The Story of Ironie, a story made up by Brearley 

to help children understand how steel was made. 

 

 



Outside in the Stone Garden is 

a display of interesting 

stonework from several 

Sheffield companies buildings.   

Across the courtyard is the Mill 

Owners Arms which records 

Sheffield’s story from being the 

biggest brewing city in England 

(quenching the thirst of the 

steelmakers) to the numerous 

microbreweries of today.   

Like all good museums, there is a Little Mesters cafe for refreshments at 

the end of the tour.  I would like to return to Sheffield to follow the industrial 

history trail round the area, which is fast being redeveloped.   

I recommend the 3 sites in the care of Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust 

as a Grand Day Out.  

 

 

Sheffiled City Coat of Arms 

  

 



  



 


